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August 2008

Dear Parent/Carer

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 2008-2009, S1/2 Curriculum Booklet.  Starting Secondary School is an exciting and challenging time for both pupils and their parents.  This Booklet outlines the courses pupils will undertake in S1/2, courses which will provide a sound basis for success in later years at the school.

Partnership with parents is an important part of Knox Academy and I look forward to meeting you at parents’ evenings, school functions or on an individual basis.  This Curriculum Booklet is one element of our communication with parents and I commend it to you.

Very best wishes.

J.B. Craig

Headteacher
AIMS   OF   KNOX   ACADEMY
1.
To offer each pupil the highest possible standard of education through a           balanced, appropriate curriculum, providing opportunities for pupils to achieve at the highest levels.

2.
To help each pupil to develop skills and increased knowledge and understanding in preparation for adult life.

3.
To develop a positive atmosphere in which each pupil enjoys and values learning and reaches their full potential.

4.
To promote positive attitudes, personal responsibility, self discipline and respect for others.

5.
To create a secure, caring environment where everyone is trusted and valued.

6.
To develop a genuine partnership between all staff, pupils, parents and the local community.

7.
To promote loyalty and pride in the school community.

8.
To promote the professional development of staff.

9.
To continue to improve the examination results of the school.

INFORMATION  FOR  PARENTS  AND  PUPILS

THE  FIRST  TWO  YEARS

COURSES
Currently S1 and S2 pupils follow a timetable composed of:-

S1

English, Mathematics
4 periods each subject per week

Science
3 periods per week

French, Physical Education
2 periods each subject per week

Social Education, Modern Studies, 
1 period each subject per week

  Religious & Moral Education, Drama, 

  Information Technology

Challenge Course
1 period per week

S2

English, Mathematics
4 periods each subject per week

Science
3 periods each subject per week

French, Physical Education
2 periods each subject per week

Social Education, Modern Studies,
1 period each subject per week

  Religious & Moral Education, Information

  Technology


Challenge Course
1 period per week

S1/S2

The remaining subjects operate on a rota basis as follows:

History/Geography
2 periods per week for half


of the year per subject 

Music/Art
2 periods per week for half


of the year per subject.

Home Economics/Technology & Design
2 periods per week for half


of the year per subject        

Classics (including Latin)/Drama
1 period per week for half









         of the year per subject for S2

Period length is 60 minutes.

Subject details for session 2008-2009 are given in this booklet.  Other booklets describe the curriculum in third and fourth year and then fifth and sixth year.  Courses are always being updated and improved so they are liable to change from one year to another.

CLASS ORGANISATION
All pupils are allocated to a mixed ability Tutor Group of up to twenty pupils.  In the Tutor Group pupils attend practical subjects such as Art, Science and Home Economics.  For subjects such as Geography and History, three tutor groups combine to make two classes.  Pupils will be regrouped into broad bands for Mathematics and English; a class is then a group of pupils with similar ability in that subject.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in first and second year falls into two broad groups - attainment and diagnostic.

Attainment assessments are designed to find out what a pupil can or cannot do.  These may take the form of tests at the end of a unit of study and may take into account work done at home or in class.  National Testing also occurs when appropriate in Mathematics and English.

Diagnostic assessment is to find out an individual pupil’s strengths and weaknesses in skills or areas of knowledge.  Following such assessment pupils would generally be given more advanced work to develop further the skills or concept being learned, or offered extra help if they have a problem in a certain area.  Diagnostic assessments are usually carried out during the course of teaching and are in no way competitive.

REPORTS AND PARENTS’ EVENINGS
Parents evenings will be held following the issue of a progress report in November 2008 for S1 and April 2008 for S2. Details are in the Calendar which has been sent to Parents.  Parents will be contacted if there is cause for concern about the progress of their son/daughter.  

If parents would like further information at any point in the session about any aspect of their child’s work in school, they are invited to contact their child’s guidance teacher or the appropriate Depute Headteacher, Mr Duddin (Traprain pupils), Mrs Ingham (Lammerlaw pupils) or Mr Young (Garleton pupils).  This can be done by telephone or by contacting the school office and making an appointment.

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING
The work of the Support for Learning Service is based on consultation at all levels within the school as well as with parents, pupils and external agencies.

Knox Academy Support for Learning Service aims to work co-operatively with subject teachers to develop an appropriate curriculum which meets the learning needs of all pupils.  This will usually take place within mainstream classes but there may be pupils whose special educational needs are best met in a one to one or small group setting.

HOMEWORK

Homework is a key part of the teaching and learning process.  It is complementary to the work which takes place in school and reinforces skills and knowledge from the classroom, helping pupils develop skills outside the school environment.

The school’s Homework Policy states:

“Role of Parents

· Where possible to try to provide a suitable place for homework to be done quietly and undisturbed.

· To inform the teacher if there is any reason why homework is not done or if the pupil is having problems, by letter or a note in the pupil’s organiser.

· To remind pupils that they should consult with teachers concerning any problems or if they are struggling with work.

· To encourage pupils to complete homework neatly and on time.

· To help pupils establish a homework routine completing homework as soon as possible after it has been set and not leaving everything until the night before it is due.

· To check homework organisers frequently.

· To reinforce the value of homework.

Role of Pupil

· To note details of homework in their organiser and date due.

· To plan time effectively so help can be requested if necessary.

· To hand homework in when requested.

· To ensure that homework is neatly presented and materials used are returned in a good condition.

· To remember that it is always good practice to read over what has been done in class and ask questions if there is an area of uncertainty.

Amount of Homework

S1/2 approx 15-30 minutes per homework task set.

In addition ongoing revision of previous work is a valuable study habit.”

Copies of the Homework Policy can be requested from the School Office.

All S1 pupils will attend a half day Study Skills programme which has been designed to provide pupils with strategies to cope with the demands made by senior school work.  These necessary skills will give them the opportunity to get into the habit of proper study techniques from the start of their secondary school education.

ART  &  DESIGN

AIMS OF THE COURSE
Art and Design offers a distinctive way of learning.  Pupils are encouraged to develop a sense of adventure in exploring new ways of communicating.  There are opportunities to work with a variety of materials and technologies, as individuals and in groups.  Most find an aspect which suits their personal potential for being creative that can be built on and enjoyed.  Translating thinking and feeling into doing and making is at the heart of the course.

THE  COURSE

· Follows 5-14 guidelines – using line, tone, colour, pattern, form and texture.

· Learning to record, observe, select and develop ideas.

· Experimenting with various materials, images and ideas.

· Using brainstorming techniques to solve problems and consider practical solutions.

· Developing skills and understanding of different tools, materials and techniques.

· Refining and presenting final ideas.

· Looking at, discussing and commenting on the work of artists, designers and craftspeople.

· Learning specialist words relating to art, craft and design.

ASSESSMENT
Follows 5-14 guidelines and account is made of the ability to:

· Explore ideas in an individual way.

· Use various tools, materials and technologies effectively.

· Understand the work of artists, designers and craftspeople.

· Use this knowledge to express opinions and improve practical skills.

· Work independently and use initiative to solve problems, co-operate with others.

HOMEWORK
Homework is linked to, and supports classwork.  A sketch book is supplied for recording ideas and gathering information on a given theme in preparation for class work.  Guidelines are issued on how to use drawing and writing as effective ways of developing personal creativity.   Progress and enjoyment are improved with regular practice.

CLASSICS
AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The course gives S2 pupils an introduction to Classical Studies and Latin.

The aims are:


(i)
to introduce the pupils to significant aspects of the classical world.


(ii)
to highlight the classical background of the modern world and give an awareness of our debt to the Greeks and Romans.


(iii)
to bring pupils as quickly as possible to the point where they can read continuous passages of Latin with some confidence, and lay the foundations for reading real Latin literature at a later stage.

THE  COURSE
The main units of study are:-

1. Minoan Crete

2. Roman sport – Gladiators


3.
Fabula Herculis (The Story of Hercules)


4.
Ecce Romani

ASSESSMENT
The purpose of assessment is to motivate pupils and encourage them to absorb basic information.  Tests in Classical Studies are held from time to time.  Latin grammar, vocabulary and translation skills will also be tested at regular intervals.

HOMEWORK
Homework will involve the learning of Latin words, grammatical exercises, translation or related topics.

DRAMA

AIMS OF THE COURSE
As well as increasing the pupils’ interest and enjoyment of drama, and developing their understanding and critical awareness of the subject, all courses in the department provide opportunities for the pupils:

· to explore the nature and quality of relationships;

· to explore the use language, movement and theatre as a means of communication;

· to explore their own and others’ assumptions, attitudes and values;

· to develop the abilities necessary to interact positively with others;

· to develop practical and technical skills in drama;

· to examine the world in which they live in.

THE COURSE

All S1 pupils will have one period of drama each week.  All S2 pupils will have one period of drama for half the year.  Where possible classes will be taken in the Drama Studio.

The S1 & S2 courses are aimed to give the young person a chance to explore drama techniques and give a basic grounding of the subject and enable those who wish to follow their interest later in the school to do so.

The course is highly practical and enables each person to use movement and language to explore and express feelings, ideas, problems and solutions.  The importance of self-control and teamwork are given a high profile at this stage.

They will be given the opportunity to experiment with many drama forms and structures and evaluate their own work as well as others.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils’ work will be continually assessed throughout the course using the 5-14 Expressive Arts Guidelines.

HOMEWORK
In S1 homework will be issued where appropriate and may involve research, preparation, thinking about an issue, problem or situation.

In S2 homework will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will involve the theory of the unit that each student is studying at this time.

ENGLISH
AIM OF THE COURSE
The main aim of English is to develop in pupils, throughout their school career, a competence in language which will allow them to cope with the requirements of adult life.  The English curriculum for pupils over the first two years lays down the foundation from which higher level skills will be developed.  Pupils will follow the 5-14 English Language curriculum which they will have started at primary school. 

The main aims are to extend and improve pupils’ use and understanding of both spoken and written language;  to contribute to their personal and social growth and to foster a lasting appreciation of and enjoyment in literature.

THE  COURSE
Through a wide range of activities and with the guidance and support of the teacher, pupils’ skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening are practised and developed.  Pupils should become increasingly confident in their ability to write in a variety of styles, to express ideas clearly and to punctuate and spell correctly.  The development of these skills can best be achieved when pupils are actively engaged in interesting, purposeful activities.  Moreover, the work of the course seeks to extend the pupils’ awareness of themselves, of others and of the world about them.  It requires them to examine their own ideas, feelings, attitudes and those of others;  to refine their own ideas of what is ‘good’ and ‘interesting’;  to work independently and with others.  In short, it aims to help them develop as individuals.  Material for the course is drawn from a wide range of sources:  novels, short stories, poetry,  drama texts, radio and television, newspapers and magazines, films and live stage performances.

Regular visits are made to the school library for instruction, research, for anthology and project work, and exchange of books for leisure reading. The English Department aims to encourage pupils to read widely and with enjoyment.
ASSESSMENT
The main concern of assessment is to determine each pupils’ strengths and weaknesses in the use and understanding of language and to indicate how further progress can be made.  During the course, each pupil will be regularly assessed on basic skills and will compile a folio of material.  Pupils will be assessed according to the levels stated in the 5-14 English Language curriculum.  Pupils will be responsible for monitoring their own progress and should always be aware of their development needs.

HOMEWORK

Homework is seen as an integral part of the English Course and may take a variety of forms eg reading, research, preparation of classwork.

GEOGRAPHY
AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
In general terms Geography is the study of People and Place.  The aims of the S1/S2 courses are to develop pupils’

-
awareness and understanding of their own and other environments.

- 
ability to gather, organise, interpret and present a range of information, from a variety of sources e.g. fieldwork, maps, video and textbooks.

-
ability to utilise a range of graphical techniques, including mapping.

THE  COURSE

The S1 and S2 courses are now divided into three broad units.  All three units will  be studied in both S1 and S2.  Some of the topics to be covered over the two years are:

S1

· Where on earth are we?  Focusing on map skills

· How do we live? – contrasting living environments eg hot/cold deserts

S2

· Earth forces, earthquakes, volcanoes, the structure of the earth

· Contrasting Development – Japan, Brazil

· Green Geography – Climate change

The course has been designed to incorporate elements of geographical skills e.g. mapping, numeracy and ICT wherever appropriate.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be in line with the 5-14 guidelines for Environmental Studies.  The areas covered will include: Planning; Collecting Evidence; Interpreting and Evaluating;  and Recording and Presenting.  In order to cover these different aspects a variety of techniques will be used e.g. classroom observation, end of unit assessments, homework, individual investigations and group work.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be given regularly and must be completed in full and on time.  Three ‘standardised’ homeworks will form the basis for each unit of work, aimed at developing the knowledge and skills taught during the course.  In addition pupils will be required to complete shorter written exercises, small-scale independent investigations and revise for class assessments.

HISTORY
AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The aims of the study of History are many and varied.  Most important are the development in pupils of awareness and some understanding of the past.  There can be few areas of knowledge which are not, in some way, enhanced by a grasp of the historical context.

In S1/S2  the aims are:


(i)

to develop and extend pupils’ knowledge and understanding of European and British History in general and Scottish History in particular


(ii)

to develop a range of historical skills and specialist vocabulary.

THE  COURSE
The course is structured around several themes, within which pupils are taught a sound chronological understanding of mankind’s development from Ancient Times to the present day.

S1

(a)  Themes:

· Change, Continuity, Innovation and Chronology

(b)  Explores through:

· Introduction to History

· Conflict

· Medicine and Health

· Crime and Punishment

S2

Themes:

· Discovery – From Columbus to the Moon Landing

· Racism – from Slaves to the Holocaust

ASSESSMENT
The topics will be assessed through observation, individual and group work and end of unit assessments.  Some enquiry skills exercises, completed by pupils as individual tasks, may be part of assessment.

HOMEWORK
There will be regular homework, usually in the form of free standing tasks linked to the course content.  This may include investigations, source work, reading and revision for assessments.  Pupils are expected to hand in homework in time and complete it to the best of their ability.  Any pupil experiencing difficulty with homework should seek help from their teacher before the date as far as possible.

HOME  ECONOMICS
AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE

Home Economics seeks to promote important life skills of cooking and sewing through practical courses with hands-on experience.

The practical nature of the subject can give opportunities for pupils to develop valuable management and life skills, these are learning experiences not easily found elsewhere in the curriculum.

Home Economics courses for S1/S2 pupils encourage pupils to be adaptable, to gain in confidence and to enjoy learning.  We aim to provide pupils with a positive experience which promotes and protects their health.  The curriculum enables pupils to make informed choices and decisions that help to ensure a healthy lifestyle.

THE  COURSE
Home Economics is a subject which everyone utilises throughout their lives.  Through a variety of activities, pupils’ skills in handling information, practical and organisational skills, communication, investigation and problem-solving are all practised and developed.  Over the two years pupils will gain confidence in their ability to cook and sew and carry out a course of action.

These skills can be achieved when pupils are actively involved in their own learning and from that very real sense of pleasure and satisfaction which comes from practical work.

Pupils are expected to come prepared for class with a pencil or pen and a container to take any food items home.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is part of the teaching/learning process.  It is based on teacher observation and written assessments.  Tasks are set so that pupils have a clear understanding of what is expected of them.

HOMEWORK
Homework booklets will be issued at the beginning of the course.  Pupils will be asked to complete short exercises weekly.  In S2, there will also be an extended investigation to be completed over a number of weeks.
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION

 TECHNOLOGY

This Course will be taught by both the Business Education and Computing Departments.

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The Information and Communication Technology course aims to enthuse and inspire pupils in the use of ICT in the modern world.  Pupils will understand how ICT is used to communicate locally and globally.  Pupils will develop skills which will meet their individual needs across the curriculum.
THE  COURSE
The Areas of Study include:

· Computer Systems

· File Management

· The Internet

· Internet Safety

· Searching and Researching

· Electronic Mail

· PowerPoint Presentations

· Word Processing

· Databases

· Graphics

· Spreadsheets and Charting

· Simple Programming

· ICT in Business

· Desktop Publishing

· Movie Editing

ASSESSMENT
Tasks will be set to assess both practical skills and Knowledge and Understanding.

HOMEWORK
Homework will be issued on each area studied in order to consolidate learning and as preparation for End of Unit Assessments.

MATHEMATICS
AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The course provides pupils with the opportunity to experience mathematics in a way that maximises their potential.  It allows for coherence and continuity as they progress from primary into secondary school. The course is intended to help pupils to solve problems which have a mathematical basis.  The problems will often be in a real-life context, but may at times be abstract.  In the first two years of secondary school the nature of the problems will be governed by the pupils’ experience of life and learning in Primary school.  The process of learning the skills of handling number, appreciating shape, and recognising and describing relationships will continue on the foundation of Primary school work.

THE  COURSE
The course is based on the National Guidelines for Mathematics (5-14).  The main resource in S1 and S2 is the Heinemann Secondary Maths course.  Direct whole class teaching will be the main teaching style but there will also be some group teaching and individual work.  Interactive whiteboards are in every mathematics room and these will enable us to enhance our teaching and allow pupils opportunities to show solutions to the class.

On entering Knox Academy pupils will be broad banded and put into classes according to their attainment in primary school.  Thereafter transfer between classes will be determined by attainment in tests taken at Knox Academy.  A few pupils may follow an Access 2 course if appropriate.

ASSESSMENT
Pupils will sit tests appropriate to the level at which they have been working in December and March of S1 and S2.  Transfer of pupils between classes will be possible after each test.  National testing will be carried out when individual pupils have completed the targets set for a particular level.

HOMEWORK
A homework exercise will be given at the end of each topic.  Various learning tasks will be set and pupils will have revision homework to do before each assessment.  

EQUIPMENT
All pupils are expected to come to school properly equipped. The minimum requirements for mathematics are two pencils, ruler, rubber and pencil sharpener.  A protractor and a pair of compasses would also be very useful.

MODERN  LANGUAGES

FRENCH

French is offered in all of the Knox Cluster Primary Schools, so all pupils learn French in S1 and S2 and will be entitled to continue the language up to Standard Grade.  This is in line with the recommendations of the Scottish Government in the report entitled “Citizens of a Multilingual World”.

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
Our main aim is to develop pupils’ ability to communicate in a foreign language. However, by learning a foreign language pupils also develop and improve listening and communication skills in their own language. In learning French, pupils will acquire skills which will enable them to go on to learn other languages, such Italian,  more quickly. Pupils will also learn about the way of life in France and other countries where French is spoken.

THE  COURSE
The basic principle is that pupils learn a foreign language in the way they learned their native language:  by Listening and trying to repeat what they hear, by Speaking with increasing accuracy, then going on to Reading and later to Writing.  Knowledge about language and grammar will be taught as it is required for clarity of expression, and as appropriate for different pupils.  Pupils will also learn how to find information from word lists and dictionaries.  A variety of resources is used to encourage pupils to communicate in French.  The course encourages pupils to take some responsibility for assessing their own progress and to progress at their own pace.  Pupils will learn to use the language in everyday life.  Communication in the classroom will increasingly be in French.  Pupils will be encouraged to express problems and seek help in French, they will also learn how to talk about themselves, their home and their interests as a preparation for socialising with French speakers.
ASSESSMENT
Pupils will be assessed in the skills of Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing.  Writing will be assessed through vocabulary tests and short notes and letters.  All answers in Listening and Reading will be in English up to Standard Grade.

HOMEWORK
Pupils will be given regular learning homework in French and parental help with this would be appreciated.  Since most of the work set will be learning words and phrases from printed lists, parents can check that the pupil is doing his/her homework properly, by helping to check spelling and by giving encouragement.   Short written tasks in either French or English will be set in addition to learning and revision work.  There is never ‘no homework’ in so far as at all times pupils could be checking new words presented in class or revising words from previous units.

MODERN  STUDIES

AIMS OF THE COURSE

The aim of this course is to develop in pupils an awareness of the problems, benefits and responsibilities of living in a democracy.  It is a widely held view that this is an essential part of Education for Citizenship.

In S1/S2 the aims are:

(i) to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of structures in democratic government and the impact of the media on decision making

(ii) to develop pupils’  knowledge and understanding of issues/problems surrounding the provision of law, order and meeting the needs/wants of different groups in society

(iii) to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of international issues and how the economic, social and security needs of countries are met

THE COURSE

The course will provide a basic understanding of the issues involved in safeguarding citizen rights and the way democratic procedures work to this end.  The complexities of society and the importance of appropriate use  of citizen rights will be addressed, as will the importance of participation in democratic processes.

S1:  Rights and Responsibilities

       Democracy

       Mock Election

S2:  The Mass Media

       Terrorism

       Nuclear Weapons

       Conflict in the Modern World

ASSESSMENT

The topics will be assessed through observation, individual and group work and end of unit assessment.  A mock election may form part of assessment.

HOMEWORK

There will be regular homework, including investigating, source work, reading and revision.  It is expected that homework will be handed in on time and be completed to the best of the pupil’s ability.  Any pupil having difficulty with homework should speak to their teacher before the due date as far as possible.

MUSIC

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
Pupils are encouraged to develop and extend their musical interests and skills through performing, inventing and listening.  Classwork centres on enjoyment through practical involvement, personal expression and the development of abilities, senses and self-confidence.

THE  COURSE
Performing
Pupils perform their own and other original compositions and also classroom arrangements of music of other styles.




Pupils learn to play a variety of instruments including units of work on

1. Keyboard

2. Guitar/Bass guitar

3. Xylophone

4. Drum kit

These units involve working individually and in groups.  The content of the course for each year caters for all levels of ability.

Inventing

Pupils work individually and with others to produce pieces of music based on ideas and techniques introduced to them.  This takes the form of some written compositions and improvisation.

Listening

Pupils listen critically to music related to classwork and to other musical activities.

The content of the course for each year caters for all levels of ability.

ASSESSMENT
Achievement is assessed continuously and assessment criteria for all elements of the course are displayed in the Music Department.  The reports at the end of both years are based on achievement and participation in each activity.

HOMEWORK
There are opportunities for individuals to practise at home the skills used in class.  There are also three written homework exercises in S1 ands S2 based on work covered in class.

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
Through the activities taught the pupils will be provided with a well balanced physical education programme which will enable them to:

· grasp the basic skills of the activities taught.

· participate at a basic level in the activities taught.

· know and understand the relevant rules.

· demonstrate a knowledge of appropriate facilities and equipment required for participating safely in the activities.

· show knowledge of the effects of exercise.

· display an awareness of basic personal hygiene.
THE  COURSE

The course in S1/2 is entirely practical.

Activities include:
Indoors:       
Gymnastics
Outdoors:
Hockey






             Basketball


Rugby




          

             Swimming


Athletics







             Social Dancing

Tag Rugby







             Badminton


   Softball







             Handball



 



             Volleyball







             Fitness

Through these activities pupils should become increasingly more confident in practical performance and knowledge and understanding appropriate to their abilities.  Pupils are encouraged to diagnose individual strengths and weaknesses and work to improve their individual and group performance.

Acceptable Kit for Indoor/Outdoor Games:

Trainers (no skate shoes), socks, shorts/tracksuit trousers, round neck/polo T shirts, tracksuit top or sweatshirt.

Acceptable Kit for Swimming:

One piece swim costume, swim trunks or shorts.

All pupils with long hair must have it tied back for all activities.  All pupils must remove jewellery.

Should pupils forget their kit or are unable to take part due to injury they will be asked to help during the lesson when and where appropriate eg with equipment or with refereeing.  Pupils who are injured should bring a change of shoes.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be continually assessed in each activity to determine strengths and weakness and how further progress can be made.  5-14 Grades will be given for swimming, basketball and hockey in S1 and volleyball, gymnastics and badminton in S2.

HOMEWORK
This is a practical course but homework may be set on occasions.
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
Learning through Religious, Moral & Philosophical Studies enables pupils to:

· Recognise religion as an important expression of human experience

· Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world religions

· Recognise and understand religious diversity and the importance of religion in society.

· Explore and establish values such as wisdom, justice, compassion and integrity and establish their values in their moral development.

THE  COURSE
Several Units of study will be covered in S1 and S2 which fulfil the experiences and outcomes identified for RME through A Curriculum For Excellence. In S1 pupils embark on the course ‘Me, You and the Universe’ which examines religious and philosophical understandings of the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual sides of human beings. Pupils will also have opportunity to take part in a world religions project, as well as being entered into the Learning For Life poster awards competition.

In S2 pupils will study the course ‘The Natural World’ which examines issues such as climate change, animal rights and creation myths. They will also have the opportunity to study both Judaism and Islam and their place within the modern world.

	Christianity
	Other World Religions
	Development of 

Beliefs & Values

	Beliefs, Values and issues, Practices and traditions
	Beliefs, Values and issues, Practices and traditions
	These experiences and outcomes will be addressed through the context of the experiences and outcomes for Christianity and other world religions.


ASSESSMENT
Formative assessment is at the heart of the course, with pupils being assessed on their continued progress and development. Summative assessment will take place at the end of each unit.

HOMEWORK
Pupils will be given research tasks relating to each unit studied. It is important that this should be completed and handed in at the correct time. Any pupils who has difficulty with homework must seek assistance from their teacher, preferably before the due date for completion.
SCIENCE

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The general aims of the Integrated Science Course in years 1 and 2 are to give pupils an introduction to a wide range of scientific experiences;  an insight into the relationships between science and everyday life;  some knowledge of basic scientific facts;  an ability to identify and handle various pieces of science apparatus; to conduct scientific investigations, making and testing ideas, collecting results and drawing simple conclusions;  and above all to enjoy their science.

These aims are achieved by studying various topics.  Each topic will consist as far as possible, of:


Experiments, reporting, investigations, handling apparatus and varied exercises.

THE  COURSE
Topics covered are:-

1st Year:-



2nd Year:-



Our Living World (Part 1)
Our Living World (Part 3)



Our Physical World (Part 1)
Our Physical World (Part 3)



Our Material World (Part 1)
Our Material World (Part 3)



Our Living World (Part 2)
Our Living World (Part 4)



Our Physical World (Part 2)
Our Physical World (Part 4)



Our Material World Part 2)
Our Material World (Part 4)

(approx. 6 weeks per topic)

ASSESSMENT
This will be done throughout the course by tests at the end of each topic.  The end of topic tests will assess the Knowledge and Understanding gained throughout each topic.    

HOMEWORK
There will be four homeworks given for each topic in first and second year.  Each homework will take most pupils between 15 and 30 minutes to complete.

SOCIAL  EDUCATION

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE
The aims of Social Education are to help pupils to identify, review and evaluate the values they and society hold and recognise that these affect thoughts and actions.  Pupils are encouraged to take increasing responsibility for their own lives and have a positive regard for others and their needs so that they are able to participate effectively in society.

THE COURSE

Initially the course is designed to help pupils settle into secondary school.  The first few weeks aim to help pupils get to know one another and to make new friends.  A number of issues are looked at including bullying, homework, school support and group skills.

Later on pupils move on to looking at a variety of “risk taking”.  This allows the pupils to consider a number of issues including road safety, fireworks safety, substance abuse, sex education and health education.

Other topics studied in first year include an introduction to careers education, citizenship, racism and personal progress.

Throughout the year guidance staff will use Social Education as an opportunity to monitor pupils’ progress and to tackle other issues which may be relevant to each class.

In S2 the pupils will examine issues of self esteem, health and risk taking along with a careers education package designed to assist with course choice.

ASSESSMENT
In S1 and S2, there are no formal assessments in Social Education, but pupils will be encouraged to reflect on their progress and achievements through a variety of lessons and activities.

HOMEWORK
There will be no regular homework but occasionally pupils will be asked to do research or recording for projects.

TECHNICAL

AIMS  OF  THE  COURSE

In S1 and S2 the Technical Department courses introduce drawing, designing and manufacturing processes at a basic level.  At the end of the courses, all pupils should have a better knowledge about how things around them are designed and produced.  They design aspects of their own projects and develop skills with hand tools and machinery.  They should also be able to produce neat and accurate drawings of everyday objects.
THE  COURSE
The Technical Department provides 2 different courses.  These are Graphic Communication and Craft & Design.

In Graphic Communication, pupils learn how to draw using special drawing boards and instruments.  They will also use computers to gain some experience of CAD (Computer–Aided Drawing).

In the Craft & Design course, they learn about The Design Process.  They then apply this to design tasks, producing a design folio for each one.  The final designs are then used to create the products in the workshop, where pupils also learn about tools, materials, processes and safety.

ASSESSMENT
In Graphic Communication, there is a test at the end of S1 and S2.  In Craft and Design, the folio and practical work are assessed on completion, and a knowledge and understanding test is given at the end of each year.

HOMEWORK

Periodically, pupils will be given design work to complete for Craft & Design, and sketching exercises to reinforce techniques used within both subjects. 

S1/S2 CHALLENGE

For one period per week the whole of 1st  and 2nd Year will be involved in “Challenges”.  During this time pupils will be in small groups working towards an ASDAN Key Steps Award or be involved in interest based courses.  Key Steps covers the areas of study : identity, community, health, citizenship, environment, enterprise, values and international.  The programme will enable young people to develop and demonstrate a range of key skills.  These are:

· Improving own learning performance
· Working with others
· Problem solving
· Communication
· Information Technology
· Application of number
We hope that all of S1/S2 will enjoy working on the Challenges contained within the programme, earning credit for achievements and gaining a certificate as they progress.

There is no formal homework but pupils will be expected to organise themselves, find information from various sources and present information in a variety of ways.
PARENTAL  FEEDBACK  SLIP

As part of our on-going process of improving communication with parents, we would welcome your comments and any suggestions as to how this booklet can be made more user-friendly to pupils and parents.  Please use the space below for comments and return the slip to Mrs Ingham, Depute Head Teacher.    Thank you.

_________________________________________________  (Signature)
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