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April 2008

Dear Parent/Carer

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 2008-2009 S3/4 Curriculum Booklet.  Choosing the correct and appropriate courses can be difficult and stressful.  The staff at Knox Academy will make every effort to assist parents and pupils at this time, the “Information for Parents and Pupils” section of this booklet outlines advice and support offered.  I would urge all pupils to seek as much advice and information as possible - using the School Library, the Public Library and the Careers Service, before making decisions.

Partnership with parents is an important part of Knox Academy and I look forward to meeting you at parents evenings, school functions or on an individual basis.  This Curriculum Booklet is one element of our communication with parents and I commend it to you.

Very Best Wishes.

J.B. Craig

Headteacher
Aims of Knox Academy

1.
To offer each pupil the highest possible standard of education through a balanced, appropriate curriculum, providing opportunities for pupils to achieve at the highest levels.

2.
To help each pupil to develop skills and increased knowledge and understanding in preparation for adult life.

3. To develop a positive atmosphere in which each pupil enjoys and values learning and reaches their full potential.

4. To promote positive attitudes, personal responsibility, self discipline and respect for others.

5. To create a secure, caring environment where everyone is trusted and valued.

6. To develop a genuine partnership between all staff, pupils, parents and the local community.

7. To promote loyalty and pride in the school community.

8. To promote the professional development of staff.

9. To continue to improve the examination results of the school.

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND PUPILS

Choice Of Courses In Third Year

Pupils in second year will shortly be moving into the third year at school.  Unlike the present course where all pupils study the same subjects, the third year timetable is arranged to give more choice.  Some of the subjects that are offered will already be familiar but others will be quite new.  This booklet describes all the courses which are available, and the questions and answers below are designed to help pupils make informed choices.

How many subjects will pupils be taking next session?

The expectation is that pupils will take eight subjects at Standard Grade which last for two years over S3 and S4.  In addition, pupils will be taking core subjects in Social Education, Physical Education and Religious and Moral Education.  Core subjects are those followed for 1 period per week all year.  (Currently we are reviewing the arrangements for core subjects with a view to increasing time for PE, as part of the Healthy Schools Initiative.)

Social Education includes work on relationships, health, citizenship and careers.  In S4 pupils undertake a certificated module which includes a week of work experience.  As part of the relationships and health units in S3 pupils will cover sex education, mental health and risk taking.  The careers unit will continue the development of the pupils’ considerations about their futures and the citizenship unit will debate and discuss many topical issues affecting our society today.  If parents/carers have any questions about the content of the courses please do not hesitate to get in touch with your child’s Guidance Teacher.  

Physical Education helps to maintain the health of all our pupils.  It is important that pupils bring their kit so that they can participate fully in the course.

Religious and Moral Education offers pupils the opportunity to study contemporary moral issues, develop their own beliefs and understand those of others.  
Can pupils choose anything they want?

Not quite!  In order to ensure that all pupils follow a balanced curriculum there are certain restrictions on choice.  Everyone in S3 will follow Standard Grade courses in:

   (i)  English

  (ii)  Mathematics

(iii) a language is recommended and a letter is required should a pupil not take a language


(French or Italian)

(iv) at least one social subject (Geography, History, Modern Studies)
  (v)  at least one science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics).

Also pupils are encouraged to take at least one subject from the Technology Column.  Unless otherwise stated all courses in this booklet are Standard Grade.

What level can pupils expect to achieve?

Standard Grade is assessed at three levels-


Credit (most challenging)  
Grades 1 - 2


General ............................. 
Grades 3 - 4


Foundation ....................... 
Grades 5 - 6   

The 2 levels (Credit/General or General/Foundation) pupils are presented at in the final examinations at the end of fourth year will depend on their capability and achievement.

Courses are designed to enable pupils to achieve their potential.  Much will depend on the work pupils put into it.  It is possible for someone to achieve Credit level in some subjects and General or Foundation in others.  The courses are certificated by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA).

What will pupils do in these subjects?

Details of all of the courses which the school will be offering next session are given in this booklet.

IT Core Skills:

All candidates for National Qualifications will have their Core Skills Attainments from Standard Grade recorded on their certificate as a core skills profile.

What are Core Skills?  Core skills are the broad, transferable skills that people need to be full, active and responsible members of society.  Core skills are not new – they have been recognised as part of school and college learning for some time – and employers, colleges and universities are giving more weight to them.

The majority of candidates will have their level of Core Skills recognised automatically as they complete units and courses.  There will be no need to sit additional assessments for Core Skills.

Due to subject choice, a number of pupils will require to develop their IT Core Skills by completing a Unit which will be assessed.  The time allocation is a maximum of 20 hours and pupils will be extracted from one of their core classes for this purpose.  Parents of pupils concerned will be contacted during S4.

Advice?

Pupils obviously need help with these important decisions and they are encouraged to discuss the possible options with their parents/guardians.  Things to be considered will include which subjects pupils like most, how well they have done in second year, what teachers have said on reports and also some pupils will already have an idea about what they want to do when they leave school.  Many young people are not at all sure at this stage which career they want to follow - even if they are certain now, pupils often change their minds.  It is important that the selection of subjects is as broadly based as possible so that pupils have a wide range of alternatives still open to them at the end of fourth year. Guidance, Learning Support and Careers staff will be available to discuss concerns at the S2 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 30th April.  In addition, all S2 pupils will have an individual interview on either Thursday 1st,  Friday 2nd, Thursday 8th or Friday 9th May with a member of the Guidance staff, to discuss option choices.  Parents are welcome to attend these interviews.  A Careers Adviser who can give further information on subject choice in relation to careers will be available during these days.  Careers information is also available in the Library or from your local Career Scotland Centre (address below)

Career Scotland Centre

Suite 4

Adam Ferguson House

Eskmills Park

Station Road

Musselburgh   EH21 7PQ

Tel:  0131-665 3120

The following websites can be accessed for details of careers and qualifications required:



www.ceg.org.uk


www.careers-scotland.org.uk
When do pupils have to make up their minds?
An option choice form will be issued at the individual interview.  After discussion with parents/carers and staff, the choice form should be returned to school no later than Monday 12th May 2007.

Summary of Important Dates:
(a)
10th April:
Curriculum Information Evening.

(b)
25th April:
S2 Reports Issued

(c)
End April:
Information booklet containing sample option choice  

                                              sheet sent home.

(d)
30th April:
S2 Parents’ Evening.

(e)
1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th May:
Individual Interviews with Guidance Staff.

(f)
12th May:
Final option form returned to school.

Unfortunately, staffing and accommodation limitations may make it necessary to restrict the number of pupils on some courses.  Courses may also have to be withdrawn if they are undersubscribed and, similarly, numbers will be limited if they are oversubscribed.

Learning Support

Learning Support Teachers work in consultation with subject colleagues, preparing teaching materials and discussing appropriate ways to meet the learning needs of all pupils.  Learning Support Staff are happy to discuss course choices with pupils and to meet parents on the parents’ evenings or by appointment.  Although the majority of pupils undertake 8 Standard Grades, a restricted curriculum is more appropriate for a few of our pupils and this will be discussed in detail with the individual pupil and their parents.  Where appropriate, some pupils may undertake Access courses rather than Standard Grade.

If you have any further questions please contact –

                  Garleton





Lammerlaw
Mr J Young, Depute Headteacher

Mrs S Ingham, Depute Headteacher

Mrs E Garwood,  PT Guidance

Ms J Easson, PT Guidance


       Traprain
Mr M Duddin, Depute Headteacher

Mrs S Grant, PT Guidance

ART  &  DESIGN

 INTERMEDIATE 1, INTERMEDIATE 2
AIMS
At all levels Art & Design courses aim to promote creative thinking, innovation and enterprise.  Activities are designed to develop individual potential and encourage self reliance, initiative, problem solving and the ability to express personal opinions and ideas.

CONTENT 
All levels have three elements:-

The Expressive Unit deals with the Fine Art aspects of the subject, e.g. Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, Collage, Printmaking.

The Design Unit explores all aspects of the Design Process from market research to making and evaluating potential solutions.  Optional projects include product, interior, graphics, textiles and fashion.

Art and Design Studies presents opportunities to make individual studies of the work of artists and designers, past and present.  Research and critical writing skills are important here.  (Intermediate 1 requires no Written Unit for assessment)

In each element candidates are expected to select a personal project from a given list of options and to explore their chosen theme through a range of prescribed skills and techniques, including the use of computers and 3D processes.

NOTE:

Work is internally assessed through the production of work done in class.  A high level of motivation and a willingness to work independently and outwith class time is essential.  Pupils will be expected to develop a sketchbook of ideas to support the work done in class.  As well as ongoing assessment there are more formal progress reviews that are held with each pupil throughout S3 and S4.

It should be noted that there is a financial commitment of £15 to this course to contribute towards a folio and specialist materials.
BIOLOGY – STANDARD GRADE

AIMS

The Biology course aims to develop a good knowledge and understanding of living things and the processes of life.  Pupils should:-

· learn facts about living things and their environment.

· develop informed ideas and attitudes towards current issues.

· find out how their own bodies work.

· develop investigative skills.

· experience a range of scientific techniques.

· relate their knowledge to its applications in society eg biotechnology, healthcare, sport.

COURSE
The Course is divided into seven topics.  These are:-



Biosphere


Body in Action
Animal Survival



World of Plants
Inheritance
Biotechnology



Investigating Cells

(all topics are compulsory)

Various teaching methods are used depending on the particular study.  These include experiments, fieldwork, investigations and worksheets, as well as class teaching.

ASSESSMENT

Grades will be given for three aspects of the course- 

Knowledge and Understanding         Problem solving           Practical Abilities.

Both Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving are assessed by written examinations at the end of the course, by a Prelim in S4 and class tests at the end of each topic.

Practical abilities are assessed in class at appropriate times in the course.  Ten techniques and two investigations must be completed.

HOMEWORK

Regular homework is part of the course and is issued weekly.  It aims to help improve problem solving skills and reinforce knowledge gained in class.

BIOLOGY - INTERMEDIATE 1/ACCESS 3

Entry to the Intermediate 1/Access 3 Biology course is at the discretion of the school.

AIMS

The study of Intermediate1/Access 3 aims to:-

· Develop general attitudes related to science/biology.

· Develop ability to work co-operatively and independently.

· Provide opportunities for candidates to acquire:

-     knowledge of basic biology facts

-
skills in problem solving

· practical abilities associated with biology

COURSE

Intermediate 1 and Access 3 courses have the same content but differ in their assessment.

The course is divided into 3 units:


Health and Technology


Growing Plants


Biotechnological Industries

Additional time may be used to:

· allow practical work and investigations

· consolidate learning

· practise problem solving

· practise techniques in answering exam questions

· complete Practical reports

ASSESSMENT

Intermediate 1
a)  Internal Assessment

Outcome 1 (Knowledge and Understanding) is assessed by a closed-book test at the end of each unit.

Outcome 2 (Problem Solving and Practical Abilities) is assessed by a checklist of techniques for each unit.

Outcome 3 is assessed by a practical report of one investigation that satisfies all the required criteria.

b)  External Assessment
The course examination consists of one paper of 1 hour 30 minutes for 75 marks.

Section A contains 25 multiple choice questions.

Section B contains structured questions adding up to 50 marks (of which 25-30 test problem solving and practical abilities).

Access 3 

Outcome 1 as assessed by a test at the end of each unit.

Outcome 2 is assessed by a checklist of techniques.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set at regular intervals throughout the Course.

BUSINESS  EDUCATION

ADMINISTRATION

AIMS

Administration aims to:

· develop ICT skills eg databases, spreadsheets, word processing, e-mail, internet, electronic diaries to a high standard

· develop problem-solving skills

· develop the skills and knowledge associated with the processing and communication of business information

· develop a knowledge and understanding of the nature of administration

We aim to provide all pupils (boys and girls) with lifeskills, whether or not they are interested in a career in an office.
COURSE
Administration is based on the modern business environment and the procedures involved will reflect current business practice.  Administration focuses on the ways in which information is accessed, processed and communicated through the use of ICT.

Throughout the course:

· pupils will learn to communicate ideas in a logical and effective manner

· pupils will be encouraged to produce work to the standard of accuracy, quality and presentation required in a business

There are 2 main areas of study :

· Information and Communications Technology:  Communications (E-mail, Fax, Electronic Diaries, Internet), Databases, Word Processing, Spreadsheets and File Management.

· Administrative Support:  Structure of Business Organisations, Working Environment (Office Layout, Health and Safety, Reception), Storage and Retrieval of Information, Reprographics, Sources of Reference, Presentation of Information, Travel.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be assessed at Credit, General and Foundation levels.  There are 3 assessable elements:

Knowledge and Understanding      Problem Solving      Practical Abilities
Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving are assessed by an external exam at the end of the course, with regular assessments throughout the course.

The Practical Abilities element is assessed by means of a project set by the SQA, where pupils are issued with a set of tasks designed to demonstrate their practical and problem solving skills.  These will take 15 hours of class time and are marked externally.

HOMEWORK
Homework involves regular re-inforcement of classwork.

Formal homework will be set on a unit-by-unit basis.

BUSINESS  EDUCATION

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

AIMS

Business Management aims to develop skills and knowledge, which will allow pupils to access, understand and contribute to the dynamic and complex business and information environment.

COURSE

The course is taught through 4 Areas of Study:

· What is business?

· How do businesses develop and perform?

· What resources do businesses use?

· How are businesses managed?

These incorporate the 4 functional areas of business:

Marketing      Human Resources      Operations      Finance

The structure of the course makes it dynamic, active and practical as well as highly relevant to an information-rich society.

Outside speakers, mini-enterprises, industrial visits and role-play will be used throughout the course.

There will be opportunities to acquire skills and confidence in the use of ICT to handle, present and interpret data in realistic business situations.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be assessed at Credit, General and Foundation levels.  There are 3 assessable elements:

Knowledge and Understanding      Decision Making      Practical Abilities

Knowledge and Understanding and Decision Making are assessed by an external exam at the end of the course, with regular assessments throughout the course.

The Practical Abilities element is assessed by means of a series of internally assessed tasks based on the pupils’ use of a contemporary business simulation, which will be computer-based.  This will allow pupils to show that they can use information to make decisions and communicate findings.

HOMEWORK

Formal homework will be set on a regular basis and additional reading is expected to be done.

CHEMISTRY

AIMS
The course contributes to pupils’ general education by helping to make them aware of the applications of Chemistry in everyday life.  An additional aim is to provide a suitable base for further study, for training or for work.  It is hoped to develop positive pupil attitudes through success and enjoyment of the subject.

COURSE
This course is described in terms of a number of topics as shown below:


Chemical Reactions

Reactions of Acid


Speed of Reactions

Making Electricity


Atoms and Periodic Table
Metals


How Atoms combine

Corrosion


Fuels





Plastics and Synthetic Fibres


Structures & Properties of Hydrocarbons
Fertilisers


Properties of Substances
Carbohydrates


Acids and Alkali

ASSESSMENT
Assessment of the course is based on three elements:



1.
Knowledge and Understanding



2.
Problem Solving



3.
Practical Abilities:  Techniques and Investigations

Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving will be assessed externally by final written examinations.

Practical abilities will be assessed in the laboratory at various points throughout the course and will contribute to the final grade awarded.

HOMEWORK
Homework assignments will be set on a weekly basis throughout third and fourth year.  Pupils are also expected to spend time on the revision of work units.

CHEMISTRY -  INTERMEDIATE 1
Entry to the Intermediate 1 Chemistry Course is at the discretion of the school.

AIMS

The course aims to provide candidates with the opportunity to develop a knowledge and understanding of the physical and natural environments within an applications and issues-based chemistry context.  The course also develops problem solving and practical skills associated with scientific enquiry.

COURSE

The course has three mandatory units:

Chemistry in Action

Everyday Chemistry

Chemistry and Life
Additional time may be used to:

· Allow for practical work and investigations

· Consolidate learning

· Practise problem solving

· Practise techniques in answering exam questions

· Complete learning Outcome 3 Reports

ASSESSMENT

Outcomes 1 & 2 will be assessed by a test at the end of each unit.

Outcome 3 is assessed by a practical report of an experiment that covers all the performance criteria.

To gain a course award the pupil must achieve all the component units of the course as well as the external assessment.  The external assessment will consist of one exam paper of 1 hour and 30 minutes and will be worth 60 marks.
HOMEWORK

Homework will be set at regular intervals throughout the course.

CLASSICAL STUDIES 
AIMS

Classical Studies is a study of the ancient civilisations of Greece 

and Rome without involving the study of the Greek language 

or the Latin language.

The general aims of the course are as follows.
Awareness of the Classical World

The study of Greek and Roman society reveals not merely origins but also very instructive models of important issues, eg democracy, status of women and slavery. It also provides opportunities to respond to a wide variety of issues. 

Enhanced Awareness of Modern Society and its Graeco-Roman Heritage

The study of Greek and Roman society gives insight into the development of many modern institutions.  The differences between ancient and modern society are no less instructive than

the similarities.

Literary and aesthetic values

Classical literature, as well as being of interest, provides the prototypes for a very large number of poetic and prose forms which are still current. In the visual arts, the classical traditions retain considerable importance in the modern world.

Citizenship

A study of the experiences of people in the classical period should enable the pupil to develop awareness of a greater range of values in a multicultural perspective. An examination of a very different society, for example Spartan society, will be illuminating in its own right; it will also encourage pupils to work out their own attitudes and values more completely and to appreciate the extent to which these may differ from those of other people at other times.

COURSE

The course will consist of the following aspects of classical civilisation:

Life in 5th century Athens: an evidence-based approach to the lives of the inhabitants of

Athens in the 5th century BC, with reference to: 

(the concept of government and democracy as revealed by the Athenian constitution 

(growing up in Athens (including family life, formal education and role of women)

(social and economic importance of slavery in Athens (sources of slaves; their life and work)

(aspects of Athenian life as revealed by a study of the Parthenon and the Theatre of Dionysus.

Pompeii – 79 AD: an evidence-based approach to the lives of the inhabitants at the time of

the eruption with reference to:

(the eruption of Vesuvius and its effects, as revealed by eye-witness accounts and the

evidence of archaeological finds, including Fiorelli’s plaster casts of the dead

(the Pompeian way of life (as revealed by a study of examples of public and private

buildings including a temple, a theatre, the amphitheatre, public baths, shops and a private house).

(classical literature in translation. (Homer’s Odyssey Books 9, 10 and 12)

These books detail some of the most famous aspects of Odysseus’ journey home after the Trojan War and include his dealings with the Cyclops, Polyphemus; Circe who turns his men into pigs, Calypso and the Sirens.

ASSESSMENT

There will be three assessable elements in the course:

Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating are assessed by the final exam and the skill of Investigating is assessed internally.

HOMEWORK

In Classical Studies the emphasis is on regular homework.  Every attempt is made to vary the homework which involves the completion of tasks begun in class, further research of topics and the study of aspects of Greek or Roman Society in connection with Investigating.

COMPUTING STUDIES

AIMS

This course aims to develop a knowledge and understanding of the use of computers in business, industry and everyday life.  It also develops techniques for problem solving through using and understanding the features offered by computer packages. It will allow pupils to find practical solutions to many different types of problems.  Pupils will learn to write computer programs. Although pupils may appear to be skilled in using a computer at home, often these skills are limited to a few areas only. This course aims to enable pupils to become competent and confident users of technology. 

Qualifications in Computing are useful for many careers since most jobs use computers in some way.  As well as specific courses in Computer Science, Information Systems, Software Engineering and Artificial Intelligence there are many university and college courses for which knowledge of Computing would be very valuable. 

COURSE

Practical work solving problems using computers is the main focus of the course. Also pupils will study why and how computers are used in certain situations, how computers operate and their effect - good and bad - on individuals and society.  On-line revision and self-assessment is built into the course.

The areas pupils will study are:


(
Computer Applications - Learning to use a wide variety of software: web publishing, word processing, spreadsheets, databases, graphics, desk-top publishing, expert systems, presentation & multimedia packages.  Electronic communications & networks, including the Internet, form an integral part of the course. Automated systems and robotics in factories will be studied, as will computers in commerce, e.g. banking, shops and mail order companies.


(
Computer Systems - Learning about how the components of a computer system work together.


(
Computer Programming - Learning to write programs in a computer language such as Visual Basic forms a major part of the course.

ASSESSMENT

A national examination in S4 will assess the Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving elements at Foundation, General or Credit level.  During the course pupils will build a folder of interesting coursework tasks as evidence of their practical ability. Pupils will also have to complete at least one project specified by the SQA. The projects and coursework will be used to assess the Practical Abilities element and together they count for 40% of the final grade.

HOMEWORK

Pupils will be expected to do homework once a week. This may be a written exercise or study of a topic or planning for practical work. Because of the practical nature of the course, often pupils will need to prepare work at home for the next lesson to make best use of computer time in class.  Proper preparation is essential, particularly when programming.

CRAFT, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

CRAFT  &  DESIGN

AIMS
The Standard Grade Craft & Design course is based around product design theory and production.  Pupils are trained to follow standard designing techniques, and then taught the theory and practice of construction in wood and metal.

COURSE

Over the first year, pupils learn about proper design practice, portfolio production, sketching and drawing techniques, properties of materials, construction techniques and tools and machinery.  All of this is preparation for the final assessment at the end of 4th year.

ASSESSMENT
By designing and producing 3 small projects in S3 which are assessed, pupils are then ready to begin designing the final project.  The folio for this makes up one third of the total marks for the course.  When this is complete, the practical work can then commence.  Pupils contribute a sum of money towards the cost of materials required for the class projects, and the total cost of materials for their final project in S4, unless they can source these themselves.  This also accounts for one third of the marks.  At the end of S4 there are exams to test the pupil’s knowledge about the subject.

In summary, the assessment of the course is in 3 parts.

Knowledge & Understanding – Class tests + final exam

Designing – Assessed on small project folios, then on the final project

Practical Abilities – Assessed on all class projects, then on the final project

HOMEWORK
Pupils will be expected to complete designing, investigation and sketching tasks at regular intervals as homework throughout the course.

CRAFT, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
GRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION

AIMS

The Standard Grade Graphic Communication course is designed to give pupils all the basic knowledge and skills they need to understand most forms of graphical information, and produce high quality drawings and sketches to British Standards.  Pupils are prepared not only for the end of course exams, but also for the Higher course should they choose to progress to this in S5.

COURSE

The course content covers drawing techniques, drawing interpretation, folio production, colour theory and computer aided drawing (CAD).

CONTENT

The course has a graded structure, which introduces increasingly difficult techniques and theory as it progresses.  The list below shows the main units of the course, and each one of these is assessed to give a continuous assessment of pupil’s performance.

Orthographics 1 – The first very basic production drawing to make sure pupils are aware of the importance of neatness and accuracy, and proper use of instruments and line types.

Pictorial Drawing 1 – This covers the use of various 3D drawing methods, including isometric, oblique, 1 point perspective, 2 point perspective and planometric.

Manual Rendering – Use of different colour rendering media and techniques.  The items produced in this unit are used in the Folio which is assessed at the end of the course.

Orthographics 2 – More advanced production drawing, introducing dimensioning and more complex objects.

Pictorial Drawing 2 -  Again, this builds on the first Pictorial unit, and looks into all the techniques in more detail and with more complicated objects.

Computer Aided Drawing – Pupils work through a series of tutorials and learn about the use of Autocad as a powerful drawing tool.   After this, they measure and draw an object of their choice in orthographic and isometric formats.  They also use the program to create a library of symbols to use in the creation of a barchart.  These drawings are used as part of the folio.

True Lengths, True Shapes and Surface Developments – Some of the most advanced work in the Standard Grade course, and essential to master for General and Credit exams.

ASSESSMENT

3 elements are assessed in the course:-

Knowledge and Interpretation
Assessed by external exam

Drawing Abilities



Assessed by external exam

Illustration and Presentation
A folio of the pupil’s best work from the 2 years

HOMEWORK

Given regularly to reinforce class work.  Pupils are encouraged to purchase a drawing board and instruments in order to complete homework.  These can be ordered through the school at a discounted price.  If this is not possible, the department is open most lunchtimes to allow pupils to complete their homework.

DRAMA

AIMS


Drama holds a valuable place in the education of a person. In addition to teaching an appreciation of Theatre and the Dramatic Arts, it helps to develop the important life skills of communication, working with others, organisation and presentation. Drama develops empathy and emotional maturity and gives students the confidence, which is necessary to achieve their potential.

COURSE

Students will explore relationships and issues mainly by acting out situations using language and movement. They will use a variety of forms to explore, express and communicate ideas, emotions and relationships. Students will develop an awareness of body language. Drama activities can be improvised or rehearsed. When these activities involve an audience of any kind, some aspects of theatre are present. This may involve the performing skills of acting and directing and the technical skills of designing and implementing within the areas of lighting, sound, costume, stage make-up, props and set design.

All students follow a common course, which consists of a series of units of work providing a structured sequence of drama activities.


ASSESSMENT


Work is assessed in the following course elements:

Creating Presenting Knowledge & Understanding

Creating and Presenting are internally assessed with external moderation as required by the Scottish Qualifications Authority. (The course element Presenting includes two pieces of evaluative work also internally assessed and externally moderated.) Knowledge and Understanding is externally assessed by means of an examination paper.

HOMEWORK

Homework consists of recording the activities and the critical appraisal of work done.

The students will be expected to take part in theatre visits.



ENGLISH

AIMS

English aims to help pupils develop sufficient language skills to cope with adult life.  Pupils should be able to communicate effectively with others, but still be self-reliant.  Through language the aim is to extend pupils intellectually, imaginatively, morally and emotionally.

COURSE

All pupils follow English courses leading to presentation for Standard Grade in S4.  Credit, General and Foundation levels cover similar content:

Additionally some pupils will be presented for Access 2 English.

Spoken and listening skills, reading and writing skills, language and literature study.

Literature is, of course, of particular importance, and it is the aim of the English Department to foster in pupils a lifelong interest in literature.  Along with required class study of poetry, prose and drama, pupils are encouraged to develop their own interest in reading.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment in English covers three elements:  Reading, Writing and Talking.

A folio of Reading and Writing pieces is prepared for external assessment.  Pupils also sit three examination papers:  two Close Reading papers and one Writing paper.

A grade for Talking is submitted by the English Department to SQA.  This grade is based on individual and group assignments and contribution to class discussion.  Pupils should expect to complete a minimum of three individual assignments a session.  These assignments will involve presentations to either the whole class or a small group within the class.

HOMEWORK

Homework involves regular reading assignments, research and writing.  Pupils will be expected to read literature texts at home on a regular basis.

GEOGRAPHY
AIMS
The principal aim of the Standard Grade Geography course is to allow pupils the opportunity to focus on the inter-relationships between people and their environment.  The themes covered and areas studied are outlined in the ‘Course’ section below.  In addition, the course aims to expand and develop a range of valuable skills including:


-  the gathering, processing and analysis of information from a range of sources.


-  the ability to present structured, coherent argument (both oral and written).


-  the ability to draw valid conclusions.


-  developing informed attitudes.

COURSE

The three study themes of the course are:-

-  
The Physical Environment, including glaciation, rivers, weather systems, climate and environmental issues;

- 
The Human Environment including the growth of cities, industry and agriculture.

· International issues, such as trade and aid, Population and International 

    Relations.

Each study theme is examined in various contexts, ranging from the local areas to Scotland, UK, Western Europe and the World.

Equal emphasis is placed on the assimilation of factual knowledge and the learning process itself.  A range of learning methods (including individual and group work, discussion, resource-based learning and enquiry-based investigations) will allow the development of a wide range of cognitive, practical and social skills.

Fieldwork opportunities will be offered where possible.  Pupils will learn how to work on their own as well as in groups, developing this ability to gather and process information.  It also enhances their sense of personal responsibility and interpersonal skills.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be at Credit, General and Foundation levels.  The individual Investigation has been removed from the curriculum and replaced by ‘Enquiry-based’ questions which will appear in the final examination.  These questions will assess the candidates’ knowledge and ability to gather and process geographical data e.g. the measuring and recording of river characteristics.  These skills will be taught throughout the course and in particular during the summer term when fieldwork may be conducted locally (weather permitting!).

HOMEWORK

Homework consists of regular completion and revision of coursework and essay style written exercises.

HISTORY

AIMS

History is concerned with investigating, in the context of the past, the society in which we all live, its place as a country in the wider world and the forces of change which have shaped it.  Pupils following the Standard Grade course will gain an understanding of:-

· their heritage as members of a community

· the social, economic and political forces which have shaped their own 

    society and societies in other countries


-   the varied pace of change at different times and in different societies


-   the roots in the past of many current issues in the world today


-   the extent to which the effects of change can extend well beyond its 


    immediate context in time

COURSE

There are three units of course study


Changing Life in Scotland and Britain    
1880s  -  Present Day


International Co-operation and Conflict    
1890s  -  1920s


People and Power  Germany     

1918    -  1939

Pupils will study each unit using a variety of evidence.  They will work with, for example, memoirs, items of propaganda, press reports, outlines of international agreements, statistics and photographs.  It is a skills, rather than content, based course and employs a wide variety of teaching and learning methods, including use of ICT and investigative work.

There are opportunities for field visits to relevant historical sites.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be external at Credit, General and Foundation Level.  There are two components of assessment, Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills in weighting of 40:60 respectively.

HOMEWORK

Regular, continuous, private study is expected on a self-motivated basis.  Homework will be issued regularly and will be a variety of written exercises to reinforce learning, investigative work and exam questions.

 HOSPITALITY: 

 PRACTICAL COOKERY INTERMEDIATE 1/2

AIMS
The aim is to introduce pupils to the basic skills required for practical cookery in the Hospitality Industry.  In this course pupils will learn about different foods and how to prepare and present them to a professional standard.  This course prepares pupils for work in hotel and restaurants as chefs.  The Hospitality and Tourism Industry is growing fast and is the biggest employer in Scotland. 

COURSE

This course is made up of four mandatory units for the Intermediate 1 course:

· Food Hygiene for the Hospitality Industry

· Organisation of Practical Skills

· Food Preparation Techniques: An Introduction

· Cookery Processes:  An Introduction

These will teach planning and organisation, management of time and resources, food preparation skills, cooking techniques and food hygiene.  

Pupils will be encouraged to extend their learning to the Intermediate 2 units.  These are:

· Foods of the World

· Food Preparation for Healthy Eating

· Practical Cookery for the Hospitality Industry

This course promises to be an exciting experience for pupils with a keen interest in a career in the industry and an opportunity for others to practise culinary skills for personal fulfilment.  Pupils studying this course must be prepared to take part in the practical work.  The course is suited to pupils who like to pay attention to detail and are interested in the professional presentation of food.  There will also be some written work involved for planning and learning the theory that will support practical work.

It should be noted that this course comes under the National Qualifications framework.

An award at Intermediate 2 level is equivalent to a Standard Grade Credit award.

An award at Intermediate 1 level is equivalent to a Standard Grade General award.

ASSESSMENT

Each of the units will be assessed in school through short tests and practical activities.  A pass must be achieved in each unit before an overall award can be given.  The external assessment consists of a practical exam, set by the Scottish Qualifications Authority: for Intermediate 2, a three course meal to be prepared in 2 hours 30 minutes and for Intermediate 1, a two course meal in 1 hour 30 minutes.  Pupils failing the final assessment will still receive certification for the internal units passed.

HOMEWORK

Pupils are expected to enhance their school experience by practising practical food activities at home and by reading relevant magazine and newspaper articles.  Regular homework will be given which will include keeping a folio record of practical work completed.

It should be noted that there is a financial commitment of £25 for this Course to contribute towards the cost of materials.
LATIN

AIMS

The basic aim of the course is to make contact, through its own language and literature, with a civilisation which is fundamental to our understanding of ourselves as Europeans.  The work of the Latin class relates to many branches of human knowledge and experience, including history, mythology, art, architecture and archaeology.  At all stages too, pupils gain a valuable insight into the English language, which is largely derived from Latin, and, it is hoped, become more confident and skilled in the use of words.  Some pupils, of course, come to appreciate and enjoy Latin literature for its own sake.

COURSE
Latin is offered in Third Year as a continuation of the introductory Second Year Course, with the aim of presentation in Fourth Year for Standard Grade. 

Pupils continue to learn the grammar and practise the linguistic skills required for Standard Grade, including translation of passages of continuous Latin.  Standard Grade involves both unprepared translation and interpretation of prescribed Latin authors.

For Standard Grade each pupil will carry out an individual Investigation on some approved topic connected with the Roman world.  As far as departmental resources permit, pupils will be encouraged to choose a topic that interests them and through which comparisons can be made with the modern world.  This is organised towards the end of S3.

Modern methods and textbooks (the “Ecce Romani” series) have made the learning of Latin more interesting and enjoyable for today’s pupils, and the subject has met the challenge of computer-assisted learning.  Latin remains, however, a disciplined study and is undoubtedly valued by the universities and professions as a general entry requirement or as a “foreign” language prescribed by some Scottish universities.  A course in Latin is a valuable background to future studies in English, Modern Languages, History, Philosophy and Law, while a recent independent study, ‘Classics in the Market Place’, makes clear that the skills imparted by the study of Latin are useful and sought after in business and industry.

ASSESSMENT

Class tests are held from time to time in S3.  Final assessment, however, is by external exams at Foundation, General and Credit levels.  The final version of the Investigation is assessed externally.

HOMEWORK

In Latin the emphasis is on regular homework.  Every attempt is made to vary the homework, which involves the learning of vocabulary, the preparation and writing of translation, grammar exercises, and, in connection with the Investigation, the study of aspects of Roman Society.

MATHEMATICS

AIMS

The main aim of the course in third and fourth year is to help pupils learn how to tackle problems which require the use of mathematical knowledge and techniques.  Another aim is mastery of the mathematical knowledge/skills required in everyday life.  It is hoped that pupils will come to appreciate that conclusions should be supported by evidence.

COURSE

Courses are offered at Access 3, Foundation, General and Credit levels, but there will be some overlap between the courses.

At Access 3 level and at Foundation level the emphasis is upon applying mathematical skills in real-life situations, puzzles and problems.  At General level there is more emphasis on adding to these skills, including some algebra and trigonometry.  At Credit level these skills are more advanced, and the problems tackled will require a high degree of mastery.  At all levels pupils will learn to interpret problems, identify the mathematical techniques to be used, and express their conclusions in a convincing manner.

ASSESSMENT

Placing on the appropriate level of the course depends not only on second year attainment, but on later progress.  Performance in assessments in S3 will be important.

Pupils will be tested from time to time at the end of a suitable block of work.  Grades will be given under the headings specified by the Scottish Qualification Authority.  In S3, grades will take account of the fact that pupils have completed only a fraction of the course.  During S4, pupils’ grades should improve as the session progresses.  

HOMEWORK

Pupils will be expected to complete regular formal homework exercises.  The completion of homework is crucial to success.

Some questions will test the understanding of recent work.  Other questions are designed to refresh the memory on earlier work, and may require pupils to study old jotters.  Occasionally there will be a new problem, in which ‘getting the answer’ is less important than taking time to interpret the situation and consider the method of solution. 

Pupils should develop the habit of regular revision.

CALCULATORS

Pupils are expected to use calculators in Paper 2 of all Standard Grade, Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2 and Higher examinations in Mathematics.  From S3 onwards, calculators may be used when appropriate, and all pupils are requested to bring their own scientific calculator.  Pupils will need to be able to use non-calculator methods as Paper 1 is a non-calculator exam.  Emphasis will be on the sensible use of calculators.

MODERN LANGUAGES

FRENCH/ITALIAN

AIMS

The Scottish Executive report “Citizens of a Multilingual World” (2001) states that ‘…pupils should continue to study a language other than English up to the end of S4’. In the Knox Academy Cluster, pupils can study French from P6 to the end of S4.

All pupils benefit from the learning of a foreign language whatever their level of ability in English.  The benefits for all pupils can be summarised in three broad areas:

· increasing their ability to communicate and make contacts with people from another country and cultural background.

· increasing their understanding of language and communication in general, thereby increasing their own self-confidence.

· Increasing their awareness of other cultures and offering a different perspective on their own.

We therefore ​strongly recommend that pupils continue with a foreign language in S3/4. The breadth and nature of the assessments allow all pupils to achieve a pass at the appropriate level providing they attend regularly and complete both internal and external assessments.

To provide diversity Italian is offered both as an alternative to Standard Grade French, and in addition to Standard Grade French.

Pupils who chose Italian instead of French must be aware that they will have to achieve in two years the level they would have achieved after four years’  study of French.  This is because the national standard is set at the same level for all Standard Grade modern languages.

For those considering taking the two languages we suggest that a pupil who has a C/G recommendation in French already shows the aptitude to take on a second foreign language.  In Italian pupils will have to condense the same grammar and vocabulary as they would have for French into the five terms of S3 and S4.  Clearly this will require additional effort and greater conscientiousness in learning new words at home throughout the whole of the course.

Many Further Education and Higher Education courses require a pass in a language other than English at Standard Grade.  Many employers see a pass in a Modern Language as proof of the ability to communicate and to learn, as well as being an asset in the competitive commercial world.

COURSE

The overall focus of the course is communication, developing the four main language skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing.  All these skills are developed in a practical way relevant to the needs and experiences of most teenagers.  The broad topic areas of the course are:


-
personal details about pupils themselves, their families and friends, leisure and recreational pastimes.


-
school, work and money.

· travel and tourism.

MODERN  LANGUAGES

FRENCH/ITALIAN

Communication is always seen as being two-way, so pupils learn both to ask and answer questions.

A further very important skill pupils must learn is how to use a dictionary.  This may be used in all Reading and Writing exams.  All pupils should purchase one as soon as possible at the start of S3 in order to become familiar with its workings.  They will find it an invaluable help in preparation at home.

ASSESSMENT

Speaking is assessed internally by the class teacher on the evidence of several presentations, discussions and teacher - pupil role play-type situations during S4.  This counts for one third of the overall grade and must be completed before the end of the second term of S4.

Reading and Listening are assessed by separate external written exams at Foundation/General/Credit.  All pupils are entered at General level, and one other on the basis of classwork performance during S4.

Writing at all three levels is assessed by a Folio of three pieces of work prepared in class or at home and written up without notes in class under exam conditions.  To assist this preparation at home we strongly urge pupils to purchase their own dictionary at the start of the course, though we can provide dictionaries for classroom use.  This folio of work is sent away to the SQA for marking.

The final grade in both French and Italian is calculated by doubling the Speaking and Reading grades, adding them to the Listening and Writing grades, and dividing by 6.

HOMEWORK

There will be regular homework mainly in the form of learning by heart the new vocabulary and grammar introduced in classwork.  All pupils will have to prepare for speaking assessments.  Pupils can also expect reading and writing exercises to be done at home.

MODERN STUDIES

AIMS

Modern Studies aims to develop skills and understanding in pupils to help them to interpret and participate in the social and political issues that they will meet in their adult lives.  

Modern Studies aims to:

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of contemporary society as a complex web of individuals and institutions subject to influence and change;

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of the processes of political decision-making in modern societies and develop political literacy.

· Develop an understanding of the interactions between political, social and economic factors in contemporary societies;

· Develop the skills of analysis and learn to communicate balanced opinions based on critical thought and evidence;

· Encourage pupils to develop as tolerant, responsible, reasoning and active participants in society.

COURSE

· Living in a Democracy – The UK eg how the British and Scottish Parliament work,

     the work of MPs.

· Changing Society – The UK – meeting the needs of families, the elderly and  

                                                  unemployed.

· Ideologies – The USA – participation and representation, inequalities among ethnic 

                                         minorities.

· International Relations – NATO, the European Union and the UN and how they meet 
                                            the political, economic and military needs of countries.
The syllabus areas…

· Give the opportunity to develop social and political literacy;

· Provide a study of the pupils’ own society;

· Allow comparison between groups within societies;

· Allow a study of international issues.

ASSESSMENT

The assessable Elements are Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills.

Assessment will be external at Credit, General and Foundation Level.  The overall award for the subject will be the mean of the Elements Grades, with Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills being weighted 40:60 respectively.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set on a regular basis and will typically consist of written exercises and revision of coursework, exam questions and investigative work.

MUSIC

AIMS
Most young people have an interest in music of one form or other and for an increasing number of people music occupies an important part of their leisure time.

For the majority of pupils the aims of the Standard Grade Music course are:


-
to provide a variety of opportunities to develop their interest


-
to lay the foundations of a life long interest or activity.

For those considering a career in music or the music industry it also aims to provide a starting point for further study.

COURSE
Performing, Inventing and Listening are the three core elements for everyone.  The emphasis is on practical involvement, at all levels of ability.

Performing involves preparing and performing pieces of any style on instruments chosen from the following categories (Pupils do not need to be having instrumental lessons before they start the course):-

  
accordion, brass, guitar/bass guitar, harp/clarsach, keyboard, Scottish bagpipe, snare drum/drumkit/timpani, strings (including Scottish traditional fiddle), tuned percussion, voice, woodwind (including recorder).

For the Inventing element each pupil produces several musical inventions of their own during S3 and S4.  The pieces in this inventing folio can be in whatever style or styles the candidate chooses.

The Listening element is present throughout the course and involves listening to music in a variety of styles, and learning about, and recognising, the musical names, terms and concepts used by composers and musicians.

Further information about the course is available from the Music Department Staff, who will be pleased to let pupils and parents see and hear examples of what is involved.  The Standard Grade Certificate in Music is acceptable to employers, colleges and universities as part of a balanced group of certificates.

ASSESSMENT

As in other subjects assessment is at Credit, General and Foundation levels, partly by external examination and partly by internal assessment with external moderation.  For the Group Performing and Inventing elements the work prepared and recorded throughout the course is assessed by the music staff and moderated by the SQA.  The Solo Performing element is assessed periodically by the Music staff and then finally by a visiting examiner around February/March of S4.  The Listening element is also externally assessed, by means of a question paper in June of S4.

HOMEWORK

Regular preparation and daily instrumental practice at home are expected from all candidates, and greatly enhance the work done in school.

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

AIMS
Physical Education is concerned with the practical participation of pupils in a variety of games and sports which will enable them to learn the principles of human movement and apply them.

It aims to:


make pupils aware of fitness and good health in their everyday life.


encourage pupils to make and accept decisions and take on responsibility.


promote co-operation, understanding and empathy with their peers.

COURSE

The five practical areas in which pupils participate are:-

Hockey - Swimming - Gymnastics - Badminton - Volleyball.

Within these five activities assessment will be directly linked to the following learning outcomes:-

Practical Performance - performing skills and applying skills in context.

Knowledge and Understanding - demonstrating knowledge and understanding of facts and principles;  applying facts and principles to appropriate contexts.

Evaluating - observing and describing actions;  suggesting appropriate ways to improve performance.

A fitness component will be incorporated into the course so that pupils will be able to see the aspects of fitness that are developed throughout the course and their relationship to specific activities.

Pupils must participate in 75% of each practical activity to gain a grade.  Pupils must  bring P.E. kit even if they are unable to participate fully.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment will be at Credit, General and Foundation levels.

Practical Performance comprises
50% of total assessment and will be internally assessed.  The four best Practical Performance marks out of the five will be chosen.

Knowledge and Understanding comprises 25% of total assessment and will be assessed by a written paper with the relevant subject matter portrayed on video.

Evaluating comprises 25% of total assessment and will be assessed as for Knowledge and Understanding.

HOMEWORK
Written homework on Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating will be given on a regular basis.

PHYSICS 

AIMS

The Standard Grade Physics course aims to contribute to pupils’ general education by helping to make sense of the physical environment through scientific enquiry and to provide a suitable basis for further study of the subject.  The essence of such enquiry is problem solving, and thus in common with other sciences this course aims to develop the skills necessary to find solutions to scientific problems and through success and enjoyment to develop positive pupil attitudes.

COURSE

The course content is organised into seven units:

1. Telecommunications

2. Using Electricity

3. Health Physics

4. Electronics

5. Transport

6. Energy matters

7. Space Physics

As a result of following the course, pupils should acquire:

· Knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, techniques and the applications of physics in society;

· Skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in problem solving;

· Positive attitudes such as being open-minded and willing to recognise alternative points of view, prepared to show initiative and accept responsibility, interested in physics, in themselves and in their environment, and aware that they can take decisions which affect the well-being of themselves and others and the quality of their environment.

ASSESSMENT

Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving will be externally assessed by examination which Practical Abilities will be internally assessed with external moderation.  End of topic tests, a third year exam and a prelim exam will form the basis of assessment used by the school for reporting to parents.

HOMEWORK

Homework will come in two forms.  Formal homework will be required approximately every two weeks and will cover work studied in the previous two weeks.  Less formal homework will also be given such as completing experimental activities started in the laboratory.

PHYSICS – INTERMEDIATE 1

AIMS

The Intermediate 1 course has been designed to meet the needs of pupils who wish to pursue the study of Physics in contexts which relate to their vocational and leisure aspirations.  The course endeavours to provide learning experiences leading to the acquisition of worthwhile knowledge, skills and attitudes, which will assist candidates in making their own reasoned decisions on many issues within a modern society increasingly dependent on science and technology.

COURSE

The course is made up of six mandatory units:

1. Telecommunications

2. Practical Electricity

3. Radiations

4. Sound and Music

5. Movement

6. Electronics

As a result of following the course, pupils should acquire:

· An increased knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, of techniques, and of applications of Physics in society.

· Skill of applying their knowledge and understanding in a variety of problem solving contexts.

· Skills associated with carrying out experimental and investigative work in Physics and analysing the information obtained.

ASSESSMENT

Each unit of the course will be assessed through an end of unit test and a report on practical work.  A pass in both of these elements will result in being awarded a unit pass.  There will also be an externally assessed final exam which will determine any course award.

HOMEWORK

Homework will come in two forms.  Formal homework will be required approximately every two weeks and will cover work studied in the previous two weeks.  Homework can also take the form of work such as completing reports, solving problems and completing activities started in the laboratory.  Homework is seen as a vital part of this course and must be completed on time and to the best of the pupil’s ability.

RELIGIOUS  STUDIES

AIMS
Religious Studies is a subject of interest to pupils of any faith or none.  It is of interest to anyone who enjoys learning about the beliefs of other people, looking at different moral issues and developing their own opinions.

The specific aims of the course are:

· to promote an enquiring, critical and sympathetic approach to the study of religion;

· to encourage pupils to reflect on their own experiences and to develop insights into moral and social questions leading to a balanced understanding of the issues;

· to explore the contribution of religion to human identity and fulfilment in a multi-cultural society.

COURSE

The course consists of the following units:

1.  A study of Christianity

2.  A study of a second religion (chosen from Hinduism, Islam and Judaism)

3.  Issues of belief

4.  Issues of morality

In addition, each pupil will investigate a topic of their choice relating to belief or morality.

As well as developing knowledge and understanding of a variety of religious beliefs and moral issues, pupils will develop the skills of evaluation and investigation and the ability to form their own reasoned opinions.

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be utilised;  including individual study, group work, discussion, role-play, and Internet based research.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be at Credit, General and Foundation levels.

The course is assessed in 2 parts:

Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating are assessed by an external examination. Investigating is internally assessed but is externally moderated.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set on a regular basis and will consist of written exercises, revision of coursework, and research into the topic chosen for investigation.

PARENTAL  FEEDBACK  SLIP

It is hoped that you have found the information provided in this booklet of assistance in making informed subject choices.  As part of our on-going process of improving communication with parents, if you would like to make any suggestions as to how the booklet can be made more user-friendly to pupils and parents, please use the space below for comments and return the slip to Mrs S Ingham, Depute Head Teacher.    Thank you.

_______________________________________________  (Signature)
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