Dear Parent/Carer,

[bookmark: _GoBack]As you may be aware, Knox Academy now has a new Wifi network, which pupils, staff and visitors can access to aid and support their learning. This Connected Learning Network has been set up to allow pupils, staff and guests to bring their own device to school. This may be a smart phone, tablet or laptop to help them access on line resources and tools to transform the learning environment. It is now the expectation of Education Scotland that learners have access to and effectively use digital technology in the classroom to enhance learning. The school believes this network will effectively support this expectation. 
The Connected Learning Network will be launched to pupils during assemblies during the week beginning 16th November 2015. The network will be made available to Senior Phase (S4-6) pupils in the first instance. Junior pupils will gain access to the network from the week beginning 7th December 2015. Pupils will access the network using an individual and secure password and pin code, which will be issued via their edubuzz e mail account. This will take them to a launch pad for learning (AirHead), which will allow them access to many online resources and apps to support learning easily.

Attached to this letter is our “Guide to Connected Learning at Knox”, this will be shared with pupils and the expectations made clear through a video and presentation at assemblies. Please read this carefully and make sure your youngster is aware of these expectations. 

Below are some important points we would like to highlight. Unless you contact the school we presume that you have read and agree to “Our Guide to Connected Learning” (attached) and the 6 points below.

1. The school would like to make it clear that devices are brought to school at the owners risk and we cannot take responsibility for loss, theft or damage.

2. It is recommended that individual devices are named or easily identifiable in some way. 

3. Devices should be charged each night at home, devices cannot be charged in school.

4. If a pupil persistently refuses to follow a teacher’s instructions or stay on task, they may be told to put their device away and work from a book/paper for the rest of the lesson. 
5. Continued inappropriate use of the device during lessons and failure to follow instructions given by the teacher will result in the House Head being informed who will then take appropriate action. 
6. If a pupil accesses the Internet inappropriately, they may be banned from accessing the Internet in school for a period of time.  Parents/carers will be notiﬁed if this happens.
We are currently doing some surveys to find out how many pupils do not have access to a device for use in school. We will endeavour to make sure that all pupils have access to appropriate IT equipment to support their learning, wherever possible.

In the meantime, please get in touch if you have any questions or concerns. 

Yours faithfully,



C Falconer 
Depute Head Teacher
