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Why should you vote for me?
I have been at Knox Academy for five years now and it has given me so much. One of the main things that it has given me is confidence in me and my abilities. Just running for head pupil really shows what I have been given because when I first joined the school all the way back in 2012 I never imagined that I could have the confidence to stand as a candidate. So I feel that it is only right for me to give something back to the school that has been my second home for five years. The school has not only helped me as a person but also every person that has ever attended. This is due to the people in the school and the merit they put in the school's motto and values. With your support I would like to help make the school an even better place, a place where people want to be, and feel confident and comfortable when they are there. I would like to improve the school for both pupils and staff and simultaneously improve connections and relations with the wider community. 
 
What can I offer you? 
I am a friendly and approachable person who will listen to what you have to say and really fight for your voice and opinion to be heard and acted upon. I am confident about speaking out about issues I feel passionate about and therefore issues you feel passionate about. I would ensure that every student has a voice and a say on how the school is being run. I believe that my openness and approachability would make it easier for pupils to approach me about issues they are concerned about which would create greater connectivity between the pupils and the school staff. 
I am a well driven person who won't give up on anything once I have started. This makes me a good candidate for head pupil because once I say I will do something for the school, I will work my hardest to see that it is carried out no matter what. I will never run from a challenge, but rather it will only create a stronger drive for me to get it done. Throughout my five years at Knox I have become a well rounded person. This is partly due to the extra curricular activities I take part in. I am currently part of the Knox Academy rugby team and I have a huge passion for the sport. One of the things I have learnt from taking part in rugby is that there is great feeling being part of a community where everyone cares for one and other. Knowing what this feels like drives me to replicate that feeling at Knox where people know that the people they are learning alongside have got their backs. I am also a member of the Knox Academy Pipe Band. Through the pipe band I have learnt the value of working in a team to achieve things you never could on your own but that also there is a great sense of reward and achievement when you are pitted against people you know and come out on top. From my experiences with the pipe band I would try to create an atmosphere where people want to work together but also there is competition present which only drives you to achieve higher.
I am passionate about the school and it means a lot to me, which means that I only want the best for the school and will try my very hardest to achieve what I believe will benefit it the most. If elected this would be obvious for all to see as I would make a huge effort to work with staff and pupils as we all work to develop the school. 
This can only be achieved with your help so I ask that come the 28 of June you put Gregor Booth as your first vote and help me make Knox Academy a place people want to be part of. 
 
 
 
How will we make Knox a stronger place?
 
My aims and goals for this year as one of Knox Academy's head pupils are as follows:
 
· Improved communication between pupils and Teachers
 
· My main goal is to create better communication between pupils and teachers as to how they want to see the school run. I would be the middleman as I can relay pupil’s opinions and wishes to the teachers and fight for them to be heard and acted upon. I would do this by attending both pupil council sessions and parent council meetings. This would allow me to gather the thoughts of the pupils and communicate them to the teachers in an effort to have their opinions heard.
 
· Improve communication in the school
 
· At the moment the bulletin is used as the primary mode of communication between teachers and pupils about upcoming events and policies. This can prove ineffective as often pupils do not get read the bulletin and miss important notices. I would change that by creating a notice board in the social area which would be updated regularly with upcoming activities and general notifications in a convenient place for pupils to see. 
 
· Creation of regular sessions of younger students to receive assistance from senior pupils
 
· Younger pupils especially S1’s would benefit from the knowledge and wisdom that senior pupils have gained through their numerous years attending the school. On a set date on a weekly interval a classroom would be set aside for younger students to come along and receive any assistance they may require. This could be about homework, something in the course they don't fully understand or just general advice from senior students. They will be able to help as they have gone through similar experiences and know how to help. 
· This will be especially helpful for current S4 pupils closer to exam time as they can ask for assistance with course work and help with dealing with the stresses of exams. These sessions will be run by prefects and other senior students who want to help younger students in the school. 
 
· Giving pupils a greater say in the running’s of the school
 
· New policies in the school like phone zones and stricter dress code have recently been unveiled. These decisions which greatly affect all pupils were implemented without first conferring with pupils. This means that pupils may disagree completely with these new policies without the chance to say so. If they were first conferred then there would be greater satisfaction amongst pupils and they would be more widely accepted. I will push for pupils to be more involved with the running’s of the school on issues that affect the directly and given more say on new policies.
 
· Showcase the school to the wider community
 
· Knox academy has so much to offer the wider community and I want the community to be more involved with the school. A great way for this to happen would be events showcasing the school and the pupils. Throughout the year I will have various events such as an art exhibition for the wider community to attend, a music concert not just for parents but for anyone who appreciates incredible musical talent, and sport events where the pupils of Knox academy square up against people in the community. This would serve to include Knox Academy more in the wider community and from this create new ties. 
 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for taking the time to read my manifesto and I hope that I have convinced you that I am the candidate you want to vote for. 
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