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14 March 2017 
 

Dear Parent/Carer  
 
In December 2016 a team of inspectors from Education Scotland visited Knox Academy.  
During our visit, we talked to parents/carers and young people and worked closely with the 

headteacher and staff.  We gathered evidence to enable us to evaluate the quality of 
leadership, learning and teaching and young people's achievements and wellbeing.  
 
 

The inspection team found the following strengths in the school’s work: 
 

 The headteacher is successfully engaging with a range of partners in the local community, 
including businesses.  These partnerships successfully enhance the curriculum and 

increase young people’s successes and achievements .  As a result of the school’s 
increasing community links, young people are engaged in volunteering and develop their 
leadership skills through working with local organisations. 
 

 From S4 to S6, the curriculum offers young people a wide range of courses leading to 
qualifications.  There are a commendable number of courses leading to Advanced Higher. 
Young people are attaining well in National Qualifications.  
 

 There is emerging practice in digital technology which is extending young people’s 
learning.  Examples include using digital platforms to enhance learners’ experiences and 
their engagement in learning.  

 

 
The following areas for improvement were agreed with the headteacher and a representative 
from East Lothian Council: 
 

 The school should involve all stakeholders in revisiting the vision and values of Knox 
Academy to ensure that there is a shared understanding of respect and the value of 
learning.  This work should underpin improvements in collaborative self-evaluation and 
school improvement planning. 
 

 A new re-invigorated whole school approach to equalities and inclusion is required.  The 
school should review policies and procedures to ensure a clear focus on ensuring 
wellbeing entitlements and high-quality support.   

 The school has consulted widely to develop a very helpful learning and teaching policy.  
While implementing this policy, the school should continue to focus on ensuring young 
people experience consistently high quality learning that meets their needs.   
 

 Staff should build on the approach to discussing progress with learners in S4 to S6 to 

support all young people across the school to know their own strengths and next steps 
in learning. 
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Quality indicators help schools, education authorities and inspectors to judge what is 
good and what needs to be improved in the work of the school.  You can find these 

quality indicators in the publication How good is our school1?  Following the inspection of 
each school, the Scottish Government gathers evaluations of quality indicators to keep track 

of how well Scottish schools are doing. 
 

Here are Education Scotland’s evaluations for Knox Academy 
 
 
Leadership of change  
 

Satisfactory 

 
Learning, teaching and assessment 

 

Satisfactory 

 
Raising attainment and achievement 
 

Good 

 
Ensuring wellbeing, equality and inclusion 
 

Weak 

 

 

The letter and a more detailed summary of inspection findings will be available on the 
Education Scotland website at 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/inspectionandreview/reports/school/primsec/KnoxAcade

myEastLothian.asp . 
 
 
What happens next? 

 
We will liaise with East Lothian Council regarding the school’s capacity to improve.  We will 
return to carry out a further inspection of the school within one year of publication of this 
letter.  We will discuss with East Lothian Council the details of this inspection.  Following our 

return to inspect the school, we will write to you as parents/carers informing you of the 
progress the school has made. 
 
 

 
 
Carol McDonald 
HM Inspector 

 

                                              

 
1 How good is our school? (4th Edition) 2015 How good is our school? (fourth edition) 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/inspectionandreview/reports/school/primsec/KnoxAcademyEastLothian.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/inspectionandreview/reports/school/primsec/KnoxAcademyEastLothian.asp
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Pages/frwk2hgios.aspx


 

 

If you would like to receive this report in a different format, for example, in a translation 
please contact the administration team on the telephone number below and we will let you 
know what is available. 
 

If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact us by 
e-mail: complaints@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk, or telephone us on the number below, or 
write to us addressing your letter to  
 

The Complaints Manager 
Education Scotland 

Denholm House 
Almondvale Business Park 

Almondvale Way 
Livingston EH54 6GA 
 
 
T +44 (0)131 244 4330 
E enquiries@educationscotland.gov.uk 

 
 
www.educationscotland.gov.uk 
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