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MODERN LANGUAGES
A guide to National 4 and National 5 for candidates (and parents).
· As a basic comparison with the previous Standard Grades and Intermediate 1/2 exams which they will entirely replace, a National 4 pass is roughly like a General pass at Standard Grade or a pass at Intermediate 1, and a National 5 pass is equivalent to a Credit pass at Standard Grade or an Intermediate 2. 

· For pupils intending to carry on the study of a foreign language to Higher the format of the National 5 is much closer to that of the Higher than Credit was and so is a better preparation for it.
NATIONAL 4

At National 4 Level, you will work on three Units: 
1. Understanding Language This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and spoken French.
2. Using Language This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in French

3. Added value. This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to the language while researching a topic and then WRITE AND TALK about the topic in a presentation.
All of the assessments for these Units will be carried out and marked by your teacher and they will also be checked by someone from outside the school. You teacher will build up a bank of EVIDENCE to show that you have passed the units.
What if I don't pass an assessment?

You will normally have the opportunity to retake a test on one or, in exceptional circumstances, two occasions, after you have done some extra work and have been given some more help or advice on how to improve your performance.

At National 5 Level, you will work on two Units. 
1. Understanding Language This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and spoken French.

2. Using Language This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in French.

All of the assessments for these Units will be carried out and marked by your teacher and they will also be checked by someone from outside the school. You teacher will build up a bank of EVIDENCE to show that you have passed the units.

NATIONAL 5
Only at National 5 will you sit EXTERNAL EXAMS and these will assess READING, LISTENING (showing understanding by answering in English), TALKING and WRITING (both entirely in French) .
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Component 1 — question paper: Reading and Writing    
This question paper will have 50 marks (50% of the total mark).
This question paper has two Sections:
Section one, titled ‘Reading’, will have 30 marks.

[image: image3.wmf]You will read three texts in the modern language. You will answer questions in English to show your understanding. You may use a dictionary and glossary (if appropriate).
Section two, titled ‘Writing’, will have 20 marks.

[image: image4.wmf]You will produce one written job application in response to
a stimulus advert supported by six bullet points which you must address. You may use a dictionary.
Component 2 — question paper: Listening  
This paper will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark).

[image: image5.png]$2



You will listen to one monologue and one short conversation 
in French. You will answer questions in English.
Component 3 — performance: Talking
The performance will have 30 marks (30% of the total mark).

You will give a presentation in French on a topic of your choosing and then you will take part in a conversation with your teacher in French (not in front of the class). The presentation and conversation will be from one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, and culture. (see tables on pages 5+6)
As you work through the course, you will be working on the following Level 4 Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes:

TALKING AND LISTENING:









READING:




WRITING:




So what can you do to help yourself in this course?
Do your homework! You will have a regular homework including written tasks and learning by heart all the new words and structures of the week for a possible test the following week. (see lists on the school website)
· Learn/revise/review vocabulary related to the themes and topics on a regular basis using the resources on the school website
· Use online resources and activities – eg www.languagesonline.org.uk, BBC Languages, BBC Classclips, youtube, linguascope.com
· Read/listen to as much in French as you can in films and the media
· Buy a dictionary to use at home– they are MUCH BETTER than internet translators!
· Get a penfriend – maybe via Facebook

· Persuade your parents to take a trip abroad!

Take responsibility for your OWN learning and enjoy it.
You will only get out of something what you put in.
National 4 – Contexts and topics you will cover

	Society
	Family and friends 
	Saying how you get on with family members/ 

house rules/housework (gender roles)/ 

what makes a good friend/importance of friends 

	
	Lifestyle 
	Physical, mental and social wellbeing, eg sport and relaxation methods 

	
	Media 
	TV, cinema, music, 

computers and computer games, TV viewing habits 

	
	Global languages 
	Languages — language use 

	
	Citizenship 
	Roles and responsibilities, being a global citizen 

	Learning
	Learning in context 
	learning in modern languages/in each subject/ record of achievement 

	
	Education 
	Purpose of education/ pressures of learning/ 

the role of the teacher/learner 

	Employability
	Jobs 
	Pocket money and managing money, advantages/disadvantages of different jobs 

	
	Work and CVs 
	Planning for work experience/preparing CVs/ambitions 

	Culture
	Planning a trip 
	Choice of destination /transport/activity options/evaluation of trip 

	
	Other countries 
	Impressions/aspects of other countries 

	
	Celebrating a special event 
	Comparison of celebrations/events in another country 

	
	Literature of another country 
	Straightforward fiction, eg poems, songs, stories 

	
	Film and television 
	Studying films in the modern language 

Studying television in other countries 


National 5 – Contexts and topics you will cover
	Society
	Family and friends 
	Saying how you get on with family members/who has influenced you in your life 

Arguments 

Ideal parents 

Different types of friends/ 

Peer pressure

	
	Lifestyle 
	Lifestyle-related illnesses 

Advantages and disadvantages of healthy/unhealthy lifestyle

	
	Media 
	 Impact of TV reality shows 

Advantages/disadvantages of new technology, eg internet, mobile phones

	
	Global languages 
	Language-learning and relevance

	
	Citizenship
	Description of local area as a tourist centre 

Comparison of town and country life 

Being environmentally friendly in the home

	Learning
	Learning in context 
	Talk about what learning activities you like/dislike in modern languages/in each subject 

Preparing for exams

	
	Education 
	 Comparing education systems 

Improving own education system 

Learner responsibilities

	Employability
	Jobs 
	Part-time jobs and studying 

Qualities for present/future jobs/future plans

	
	Work and CVs 
	Planning, reporting back on work experience 

Reviewing achievements/ambitions

	Culture
	Planning a trip 
	Importance of travel and learning a foreign language 

describing your best holiday/trip/attitudes to travel 

	
	Other countries 
	Aspects of other countries including educational, social, historical, political aspects

	
	Celebrating a special event 
	Comparing special occasions/traditions/ celebrations/events in another country 

Importance of customs/traditions

	
	Literature of another country 
	Literary fiction, eg short stories — understanding and analysis

	
	Film and television 
	 Studying films in the modern language 

Studying television in other countries
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I can listen and respond to others, including sympathetic fluent speakers of the language, in extended conversations that are less predictable.


MLAN 4-02a








I can listen to and show understanding of language from a variety of sources, including unfamiliar speakers, where the sentences are more complex, less predictable, and contain some unfamiliar language or known language used in unfamiliar contexts. 


MLAN 4-01a








I can start, support and sustain a conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking help when necessary. 


MLAN 4-04a 








I can take part effectively in more detailed conversations using an extended range of language structures to exchange information, experiences, feelings and opinions and by offering more detailed reasons for having these opinions.


			MLAN 4-03a





I can, using a variety of media including ICT where appropriate, plan, prepare and deliver an individual presentation in the language I am learning on topics of personal interest or linked to an aspect of a country where the language I am studying is spoken. 


MLAN 4-06a








I can collaborate to prepare and present more open-ended role plays in a wide range of realistic contexts set both in my own country and in a country where the language I am learning is spoken.


MLAN 4-05a








I can apply my knowledge about language, intonation and pronunciation to:


ensure that others can understand me when I pronounce familiar and unfamiliar words and phrases


help me work out how to read aloud familiar and unfamiliar texts with accuracy and confidence.


MLAN 4-07a








I can select and read for interest and enjoyment a range of more detailed texts containing complex language, including imaginative accounts, both prose and poetry, which use familiar and unfamiliar language and may have had some adaptation. 


MLAN 4-10a








I work on my own and with others to read and research texts in the language I am learning. I can demonstrate my understanding of different cultures and my appreciation of different ways of looking at the world in countries where the language I am learning is spoken.


MLAN 4-09a











I can use my knowledge about language and other strategies to help me to understand and analyse more detailed texts, containing some unfamiliar language and more complex structures.


                                          MLAN 4-11a








Using a variety of resources, I can independently read text which is more detailed and which contains complex language including a range of tenses, and demonstrate my understanding.


MLAN 4-08a








I can write more extensively over a widening range of topics in a range of formats, using some variety of structures, tenses and linking words. 


MLAN 4-13a








I use the support of others and access appropriate reference materials of my choice to help me plan my writing in ways that engage my reader, using ICT when appropriate.


 MLAN 2-12a / MLAN 3-12a / MLAN 4-12a











I can use my knowledge about language, including structure, spelling and punctuation, using success criteria to take responsibility for the accuracy of my writing.


							MLAN 4-14a





I can write about experiences, feelings and opinions and can offer reasons for having those opinions. 


MLAN 4-13b
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