
Rough Plan for UCAS Personal Statement 

 

Intro 

Start with a hook. Why do you want to study this course/these courses? Why is it ideal for 

you? Show that you are excited about the opportunity to apply for this course! (Note: ‘My 

mum’s making me…’ is not an acceptable reason for your choice). 

Remember to mention it if you have a specific plan or career objective in mind (e.g. ‘I want to 

study rocket science with a view to becoming an astronaut and learning the terrible secrets 

of space’). This shows the University/College that you are more likely to stick with the course 

as you have something to work towards. 

 

Relevant Interests/Experience 

Hit them with any work experience, volunteer work, etc. that is directly related to the course 

(e.g. working in a library relates directly to English, shadowing a surgeon relates directly to 

Medicine, drinking coffee and shouting at walls relates directly to Teaching). 

Be specific when talking about the skills you took from an experience; how does this make 

you a better candidate for your chosen course(s)? Perhaps your obsession with Pokemon 

Go! exemplifies your keen attention to detail, your ability to focus unswervingly on a task and 

shows how you won’t be distracted from such petty trivialities as ‘conversations with real 

people’ or ‘traffic.’ 

 

Wider Interests/Experience 

It’s not only specific work experience that makes you a good candidate. All those courses, 

jobs, clubs, prefectships, etc. make you a unique snowflake and provide you with skills that 

will be of benefit to you: time management, independent thought, critical thinking, learning to 

work with others without insulting them, spitting on them or running away crying, etc. 

Again, remember to link each thing you mention to a specific skill you learned or developed 

and then say how that will be of benefit for your chosen course(s). 

 



Conclusion 

Basically, you want to leave them with the following ideas: 

- Why the course is perfect for you. 

- Why you are perfect for the course. 

 

A couple of things to note: 

- A College or University is not just an academic course. As with school they will be 

looking for students who can contribute to the wider community. Do they have an 

orchestra you could join? Is there a rugby team you can drink with play for? 

- The same course can be quite different at different institutions. Make sure you have 

read the specifications in the institution’s shiny book of joy and have tailored your 

chat accordingly. 

- Ask a friend to look over it. Often you wonderfully modest types will miss something 

and your mates might know you well enough to remind you that you are amazingly 

good at ‘x’ and you should write that down. Or they may laugh and draw rude 

pictures on it. In which case make better friends, loser. 

- Look into a mirror and repeat the following until it sticks: ‘four thousand characters is 

not four thousand words, four thousand characters is not four thousand words...’ Nice 

novel you’ve got there, Charles Dickens but it’s not going to fit on your UCAS form no 

matter how small you make the font. It’s ok if the first draft or two are a bit long, just 

be acutely aware that four thousand characters (all letters, numbers, punctuation and 

spaces are included in this limit) is NOT A LOT. Also, notice that ‘a lot’ is TWO 

DISTINCT WORDS! 

- Proof read. 

- Proof read. 

- Proof read. Seriously, if you’re applying for higher education they are going to 

assume you know about capital letters and apostrophes. Crazy, eh? 


