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We are aware that not all learners have access to computers, or have reliable internet 
service.  We also know that in families where there are siblings isolated, sharing the screen 
time can sometimes cause its own challenges.  
 
We have therefore put together a series of tasks that can be done on paper without the need 
for internet.  If you are using a jotter for the work rather than paper, can you please write 
clearly at the top which task you are completing?  

 

These tasks are not designed to start at the beginning and complete to the end. Try to follow 
your timetable and spend an hour or so on a topic at a time before moving on to something 
different. Also, be responsible in helping around the house – helping with the washing up, 
cooking, cleaning and ironing clothes is all part of being a responsible citizen! Choose an 
activity that grabs your attention, or do the same task as your friends and chat about it or 
text each other ideas.  Peer support will be important at this point in your lives too. 

 

Regular updates will be posted on the school website, and learners should be accessing 
GoogleClassroom for more specific tasks when they are able to do so.   

 

Programmes worth watching throughout the week 

• Newsround - or another news bulletin - daily 
• Countryfile - weekly 
• Planet Earth (on BBC iPlayer if you have access) 
• Glasgow Science Museum Programmes 
• Natural History Museum 
• Royal Society lectures and programmes 
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English: 

Personal Reading 

Reading can be an incredibly rewarding hobby.  Spending a few hours lost in a book is one of 
the most enjoyable ways to relax.  It will also help you to hone essential skills for life in and 
after school. 
 
Joint Reading Project 

Choose a book to read with an adult. 
Prepare a joint review of the book, outlining what you and your partner liked/disliked about 
the book.  This can be presented in written form (aim for 400 words) or as a short talk 
(Between 2 and 3 minutes) which you could record. 
Extension: Design a poster for the library which will encourage others to read your book. 

Book Review 

For this task you will need to read a novel and produce a review of some kind.  This 
review could take a number of different forms: 

• A news articles containing headlines, captions, pictures, etc.  
• A personal response – write your views and opinions about the book; what did you like 

and find effective?  What did you think could have been done better?  Give reasons.  
Would you recommend this book?  Why/Why not? 

• A talk – this should last 2-3 minutes. 

Creative Writing 
Write a short story entitled “Parallel Universe”.  Imagine you find yourself in another 
world. What’s it like?  It may be very like our world, or it might be totally different.  
Why are you there?  Write a story about this experience.  
 

Write a short story entitled “The Classroom Visitor”.  Imagine an unusual person visits 
your class.  It could be someone exciting; a celebrity even!  Or, it might be someone 
less pleasant – the nit nurse or the dentist!  It’s up to you.  Write a story about what 
happens on the day of the visit. 
 
Imagine you have entered “Britain’s Got Talent”.  What would you do?  How would you 

feel stepping onto the stage?  Write a story about the experience. 
 
Your story should be at least 500 words and can be handwritten or typed up. 
Extension: Why not turn your story into a book?  Give it some illustrations and a front 

cover.  
 

 
 



BGE Home Learning Tasks  

 

Article 28: High quality education 

Watching/Listening Task 
Listen to a podcast or watch a news story about a topic which interests you.  As you 
listen/watch, you should make a note of the important points. 
You should then summarise the story/item in your own words. 

 
Interviewing 

You should interview someone you know who has an interesting job.  You will have to 
devise a list of questions.  Try to keep your questions open.  This means asking 
questions which allow lengthy answers.  You should avoid closed questions which only 
require a yes/no answer. 
You can present your interview in one of the following ways: 

A two to three minute presentation – which you can record if you are able. 
A written account. 
Extension: What would be your ideal job and why?   
Again, produce a written account or add it to your presentation. 

Writing to Inform 

This book was written by someone who is an expert on Facebook.  It 
provides information and advice for people who don’t know much about 
Facebook, but are interested in learning more.  Some chapter heading 
include:  

  Getting familiar with Facebook 

  Representing your identity online 

  Keeping connected and staying in touch 

  Using Facebook in business 

Choose a topic which you are an expert on.  It might be a sport, a pet, a 
computer game, a school subject, a famous person or anything else for that matter! 

Your task is to produce a short “Dummies Guide” booklet to give information and advice on 
your topic.  The booklet should have a front cover, a table of contents and five pages of 
information and advice.  It can be longer if you wish.  
Extension: Prepare a short presentation for a small group, giving information and advice 
about your chosen topic.  The talk should be between two and three minutes long and can 
be accompanied by visual aids or a PowerPoint if you wish. 

Choose a Character that you Relate to 

You should choose a character from any novel you have read that you empathise with 
and relate to.  Write an essay about the different aspects of the character that you felt 
you understood, that you related to and that you empathised with. 
Extension: Draw a portrait of this character as you imagine them to be. 
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Paragraph from a Favourite Book 
Copy out a paragraph from your favourite book in very neat handwriting. You should then 
illustrate the paragraph in an appropriate way.  At the bottom of the page explain why you 
have chosen this particular book and paragraph. 
 

 

 

 
Extension: Try to write in the 
author’s style, but use your 
imagination to make up a few 
paragraphs which could follow 
the paragraph above. 

 

 

Personal Writing 

Some experiences in life are unforgettable. Write about a time in your life which was 
memorable; maybe a time when you were excited, happy or proud. You may also choose to 
write about a less pleasant experience; perhaps a time when you were frightened, sad, angry 
or lonely.   
Plan carefully – think carefully about how to structure your writing and make the opening 
memorable. 
Include details of thoughts and feeling throughout. 
Check over – Remember to proof read your work. 
You should aim to write at least 600 words. 
Extension:  Celebrities and writers often write whole books about their own experiences.  
These books are called autobiographies.  Read an autobiography and write a short summary 
of what you have learned about the person.  You should aim to write around 300 words.  
 

Writing Poetry 
“O my luve is like a red, red rose…” 

Love has always been a favourite topic of poets.  Write a love poem in any form you wish.  
Remember, poems do not have to rhyme!  You should also illustrate your poem. 
Extension – Find a poem about love which you enjoy.  Memorise it and be ready to recite to a 
small group. 
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Fifty Things About Me 
Write a list of things about yourself – the key here is to keep going: in your list 
you must include fifty different pieces of information about yourself. 
Extension: Write a poem about yourself including the most important items 
from your list of fifty. 

Write a Letter 
We all have strong opinions about things which affect our lives. Write a letter 
to someone outlining your thoughts on an issue which affects you.  For 
example, you may wish to write to the council about the facilities on offer for 
young people in your local area, or you could write a letter to the school 
explaining your idea for a recycling scheme or a new extra-curricular activity.  
Remember the rules for layout. 
Alternatively, you could send a letter to a relative who is currently on their 
own. They will appreciate you sending something, and maybe even include a 
picture or recent photo. 
You should aim for at least 500 words. 

Persuasive Leaflet 
Create and design a leaflet persuading people to do something; support a charity, join a club 
etc. Think carefully about the content of your leaflet: layout, font, persuasive language, 
illustrations etc.   

Newspaper Report 

Imagine a celebrity has come to Haddington!  Write a newspaper article about the event.  
Why have they come? What did they do when they were here? How did the town react? 
Remember to include 
A headline 
A short opening paragraph which outlines the story. 
Some quotations from people involved. 
500 words minimum. 
Extension: Write a real report about something which has happened locally, or even in school. 
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Maths: 

Please keep the numeracy skills up to date by playing board games and card games.   

There are many card games that can be played on your own, but it is also great to learn 
strategies by playing games together.  Please learn a new card game so that when we get 
back to school you can teach us in the class to play too.  The best dice game available is 
Yahtzee – you need 5 dice and the score sheet attached. This can be played individually 
against yourself, or as a family. 

Snakes and Ladders 

- Use 2 dice and add together (good for number bonds) 
- Use 2 dice and multiply them together (good for times tables) 
- Use 2 different coloured dice. 1 colour for positive and another for negative, move the 

result. (negative numbers) 
 

Dominos 

- Basic game, first to play all their cards win. 
- 3s & 5s. Each person takes their turn. They add the 2 ends together and if they are a multiple 

of 3 or 5 they score points. First player to score 21 points is the winner. (strategy and times 
tables) 
Eg. 

 

 

 

 

 

  3+6 = 9     9 ÷ 3 = 3    player earns 3 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  3 + 12 = 15   15 ÷ 3 = 5 & 15 ÷ 5 = 3 

    Player earns 8 points 
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Card games 

- Cribbage is very good game for number bonds and strategy. 
- 49.  Each person is given 3 cards and the remaining deck placed in the middle face down. 

Starting with the person after the dealer, each play adds a card to the middle facing up in a 
neat pile and states the running total. They must then pick a card from the face down deck, 
any player who forgets now has to continue with 2 cards. 
The player that makes the total 50 or more loses a life. 
The winner is the last player with a life. 
 
There are 5 special cards you can play. 
 
  King can be played whenever and makes to total 49. 
 Jack can be played whenever and adds 0 to the total 
 10 can be played whenever and subtracts 10 from the total 
 7 can be played whenever and adds 0 to the total and 

changes the direction of play. 

  Ace add 1 or 11, player decides. 

 

 Note the Queen adds 10. 

 

 

 

Home Economics: 

It is also vital that all young people help out around the home.  Baking and cooking following 
recipes and weighing out ingredients is great for improving the numeracy skills needed to 
read scales accurately – and make sure you do the washing up too! Given the lack of access 
to some shops, it may turn in to a Ready-Steady-Cook challenge in the house. 
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Business: 

S1/2 Task 

1. Did Tracey Ellis set up the Domestic Bliss Agency (DBA) to provide goods or services 
(justify your answer  = give reasons)?  

2. Outline the reasons given by Tracey for deciding to set up her own business. 
3. Identify the personal interests that Tracey claims she based her business around. 
4. Tracy is an entrepreneur and is creative.  Describe 2 other qualities of an 

entrepreneur (not creative) 
5. Describe 2 ways Tracy could use to advertise her business. 
6. Describe 2 ways Tracy could use to promote her business. 
7. What Sector of economy is Tracy’s business in?  Describe this sector. 

S3 Task 

1. Explain what gave Harry and Marcus the idea to set up Firefly Tonics. 

Tracey Ellis set up the Domestic Bliss Agency in January 2006 in the village 
of Lymm, Cheshire. The business carries out a wide range of housekeeping 
services, including cleaning, laundry, sewing, childminding and house-
checking for clients on holiday.  

By the end of 2008, the company employed fourteen staff, seven of which 
were full-time. Its sales turnover had grown from £57,000 in the first year 
of trading to £250,000 in the twelve months to March 2008 

Harry Briggs founded London-based Firefly Tonics with school friend Marcus Waley-Cohen in 2002. The idea 
behind the business was to produce soft drinks for health-conscious consumers, who were looking for effective 
alternatives to the sugary, chemical-packed high energy products available at the time. The drinks are created 
from a range of organic fruit juices and herbs. These are chosen for their health-giving qualities, as well as 
their taste, and pasteurised to avoid the need for preservatives. All of the drinks in the Firefly range are given 
names that are carefully chosen to convey their health benefits – for example, Detox, Chill Out and Wake Up 
– and are packaged in highly distinctive, coloured bottles. The drinks are sold in stores in 40 countries around 
the world, including the UK, Germany and Japan. Firefly’s sales volume had grown to 4,000,000 bottles a year 
by 2008, which generated over £2,000,000 in annual sales turnover. The company has also launched Firefly 
Waters – a lighter, low-calorie, flavoured drink – which was named ‘Best New Innovation aware in 20208 
Functional Drink’ at the International Beverage Innovation Awards 2008 
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2. Outline one possible financial objective and one possible non-financial objective that 
Firefly’s owners may have had when they first set up the business in 2002. 

3. Explain two reasons why Firefly’s objectives may have changed since the business has 
become established. 

4. To what extent do you think that setting clear objectives will guarantee the success of Firefly 
in the future? 

5. Firefly Tonics originally set up as a Partnership.  Describe one advantage and one 
disadvantage of this type of business organisation? 

6. Firefly Tonics change ists business structure to become a private limited company (Firefly 
Tonics Ltd).  Describe one advantage and one disadvantage of this type of business 
organisation? 

Short tasks: 

• Draw the layout of a supermarket - why do you think the items placed in 
the store where they are? eg why is the bakery at the back of the store?  
 
 
 

• What makes an effective display/poster/billboard?  Write a few 
sentences to justify your answer. 

• Design a poster launching a new product?  Why is so much 
money spent on advertising? 

 

• From news report, track the number of Coronavirus cases in Scotland, UK and produce a 
graph (on paper) showing the trend. 

 

• What effect has Coronavirus had on different businesses? 
o Why are airlines having to ground planes? 
o Why are bus companies cutting back on services? 
o Why are some of the TV soaps (eg EastEnders) 

needing to suspend filming - what might the long 
term consequence of this be? 

 
• Discuss - is social isolation of over 70s for a number of 

weeks the right decision (think of the pros and the cons)  
 

• Explain - why are people panic buying? Why might the shelves 
empty if the shops have enough of a product being delivered 
daily? Think about illness and jobs…  
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• How would you manage this crisis if you were in charge? 
 

• Produce a mindmap of all business knowledge that you 
have - think back over the course - what have you 
learned?  

 

RMPS: 

How are religious organisations having to diversify their worship around the world? 

What impact do you think the current Covid-19 pandemic will have on world religion in the 
long term? 

Write a list of 10 things you can do to help those around you while in self-isolation. 
How many of these things have you managed, and how did it make you feel. 

Share with your class mates and see how you can support your community through this 
difficult time. 

 

PSE: 

People should be able to express their opinion on social media platforms.   
Do you agree/disagree? Write a discussion about this statement, or draw up a table showing 
both sides of the argument. 

 

Graphic Design Challenges 

1) Design a hoody, t shirt and baseball cap for a Sports team 
Think about: colour schemes matching team colours, logos on the products, a slogan on the 
products, designs on the front/back and sleeves.  
 
2) Design a flyer and ticket for an Event 
Think about: a logo, a graphic on the theme, the venue details, add a map to locate it, where, 
what when information. 
Extension: Create a Ticket on the same theme and style  
 
Architecture Challenges 
3) Design a floorplan 
Think about: sketch out your house floorplan, add each room one at a time, make sure the 
rooms are scaled eg a bathroom will be smaller than a lounge.  
Extension: watch Friends and pause the TV to create a floorplan for a room from Friends. 
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Science: 
Climate change –  
Produce a report on on “Every Resource you have used today”. 
Write a poem about Global Warming 
Make a poster to encourage people to save energy. 
 
Environmental Science –  
Make a list of ways your school can reduce use of materials and energy.  How will this reduce 
damage to the environment?  
Draw a cartoon strip to encourage people to try to recycle waste.  Perhaps include what will 
happen in Scotland if people don’t recycle. 
Design a way to inform people in your community about all the ways to recycle their rubbish. 
Write a fictional story about a school that never ever cleans up anything. 
 
Biology: 
Marine and freshwater biology -   
Make a poster about a type of fish or sea mammals or sea birds.  Explain how to conserve the 
animal in your poster. 
Medicine through history 
Write a brief report on the development of vaccinations/immunisation and how that applies 
to the current coronavirus situation 
 
Design and carry out an experiment to compare the speed of dissolving of a crushed 
indigestion tablet vs. a whole tablet. (only indigestion tablets allowed and make sure you get 
permission!) 
 
Construct a Bar Chart of the fat content of 6 different food stuffs from your home 
 
Design and carry out an experiment measuring the pulse rate of 5 people of different ages 
both while they are at rest and after exercise. Report you result by drawing a line graph (if 
you don’t have graph paper, do the best scale you can manage and label the points carefully) 
 
Gardening and the garden 
Make a map of your garden or a shared outdoor space nearby 
Design and draw a birdfeeder for the garden- which birds might you attract? 
Make some art for the garden.  Explain what it shows. 
Make something that can be musical due to the wind blowing it in the garden. 
Weed a part of a flower bed for a month, take photos. 
Recycle something into a container to grow seeds from. 
 
Chemistry: 
Make a poster that shows the equipment you would use in a Science Lab.  Show the 
equipment as pictures and how you would draw it in a Scientific drawing. 
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How much salt must be put into water to stop it freezing when left in a freezer overnight?  
Design an experiment and write down your method.    
 
Write a short story or cartoon about a day in the life of your favourite element e.g. Mr Iron or 
Miss Gold.  Include details of a compound containing your element and another ‘character’ 
Record the names of at least 10 chemical substances that you can purchase in a supermarket 
e.g. bicarbonate of soda etc. 
 
Draw a cartoon to show things you should do and things you should not do in a Science lab.  
This could be done a spot-the-difference poster. 
 
Write a poem about acids and alkalis.  You need to give some everyday examples of each. 
 
Make a collection of five types of metals and make a display to show their properties and 
uses. 
 
Physics: 
Space 
Write a brief report on what our planet is made up of. 
 
You are the Captain of the USS Knox Spacecraft – your job is to collect information on the 
solar system. Display this information in a log book.  
 
Write a newspaper report about life being discovered on another planet. 
 
Design and carry out an experiment that will allow you to split white light into a rainbow of 
colours. 
 
Dynamics 
 
Write a diary entry for one whole day and explain every time you carried out something that 
related to Newton’s laws.  State which law was involved, what you did and how that links to 
your chosen law. 
 
Place a box on the floor at various distances from a table.  Roll up a piece of paper, flick it off 
the table, and try to get it into the box.  When you have been successful at least once for 
each of 5 different distances, draw a labelled diagram of your set up. Explain the motion of 
the paper explaining the forces that are acting on the paper during its flight. 
 
Waves 
Look around the house for example of when refraction is taking place.  List the different 
situations and explain what is happening. 
Write a poem about a water particle that is part of a wave. 
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Geography 

1. We hope you have an Atlas in your house. Take time to explore a continent and learn the 
key countries and how they relate to each other. If all you have access to is a road atlas, 
explore the local area, and learn which towns and cities surround you. Talk to your family 
about your favourite places, and plan a ‘road trip’ in the UK for the summer with some 
activities and places you can visit. 

2. If you have an Ordnance Survey map in your house, take a look at the key and learn some 
of the important map symbols close to your house. Practice the 4 and 6 figure grid 
references which are so important in identifying where you are. If it’s possible, do a walk 
in the area close to where you live - if not, plan one which you will do when you can. 

3. Practice creating what is called a field sketch. This could be the view out of a window of 
your house. Add on any physical or human geography features that you can see; the 
materials that things are made of; types of vegetation and infrastructure e.g. aerials, wires 
and transport routes. 

4. Dig out an old photo album or browse through the photos on your mobile phone. Choose 
one picture which shows a landscape (with people or otherwise). Create a new version of 
it using any art technique of your choice e.g. collage, pencil crayons or Pro-markers, pencil 
sketch. Get the rest of the family involved. 

5. Write the letters A-Z on a piece of paper, and try to come up with an example of each of 
the following - one for each letter if you can: countries, cities, rivers, mountains. 

6. Take a look at the foods you have in your house and record the item and the country which 
they are from. Produce a map showing how your food items connect you with the rest of 
the world. If you have items which are suitable for a food bank, keep them separate and 
drop them off when you are next able to. Feel free to work out food miles as well. 

7. Do the same activity above, but this time with the clothes in your drawers and wardrobe. 
Create a couple of graphs too, showing the brands you are supporting as well as the 
countries in which they are made. While you are completing this activity, sort out some 
clothes you no longer wear or have grown out of to donate to charity when you are next 
able to. 

8. Watch a film which has a geographical theme and write a review of it – share your reviews 
with your friends if you like. Or try to watch the same film at the same time, then you can 
discuss on the phone afterwards. 

9. Read a book from your shelves with a geographical theme and write a review of it. Create 
a new version of the book cover which captures the main ideas in the book using an art 
technique of your choice. 

10. Write an article on some area of geography you are particularly interested in. In the 
summer term we are hoping to put together a geography magazine based on student 
contributions, so we are looking for articles, images and other suitable content. 

11. Stay safe. We look forward to seeing you back again as soon as we can return and carry on 
exploring the world together. 

 

 

Our senior students should all have resources and work to complete in preparation for their 
national exams.  As previously mentioned, SQA sites, Scholar and the school website all have 
wonderful resources, along with using past papers, textbooks and class notes. 



BGE Home Learning Tasks  

 

Article 28: High quality education 

 

The some holistic activities aim to provide opportunities for your child to gain a better 
understanding of their own family. Learning may focus on the different makeup of families, 
what traditions your family has, stories linked to your family etc.  

 ● Music from the Past –  

Research music from the decade their parents, grandparents or other older family members 
were born. What were the most popular bands or singers during this time? Are you able to 
learn a new song from this decade and create your very own dance routine. Encourage them 
to explain how they need to improve their performance in order to achieve their personal 
best.  

● Nature vs Nurture- Speak to your child about their appearance, their personality and their 
dreams for the future. How much of this do they believe is determined by their genes? How 
much of this is determined by their family/upbringing? Ask them to decide which traits are 
due to nature and which traits are due to nurture e.g. hobbies and interests or sense of 
humour. Try this out on other family members.   

 ● Mapping Skills - Identify the countries or cities within the UK where their family members 
originate from or live. Children can then plot these on a map and then create a bar chart to 
show the number of family members who live/lived in each city/country.   


