
Welcome!

National 5



National 5! - Typically 4th 
Year

*This is the equivalent qualification to 
Standard Grade General/Credit and Int 2.*



What is it made 
up of?

3 Areas of Assessment:
- 1 Piece of Coursework 

(30%)
- 2 Exam Assessments 

(70%)
- Talk - Internally 

Assessed

Coursework - Folio 

(30%)

- 1 essay: Discursive or 

Creative 

Exam 1: RUAE (30%)

Exam 2: Critical Reading 

(40%)



Folio
One Essay

Either Discursive (about a 

topic), Personal or Creative. 

Pupil Choice

First draft completed in 

school

1000 words

Graded out of 15 and then 

the  mark is doubled (30%)



Exam Paper 1: 
RUAE

Reading for Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation

1hr

Also referred to as 

‘Close Reading’ 

Students have an hour 

to read a passage and  

answer questions on it!







Question Types
You can be asked:

To put things in your own words

To analyse literary techniques:

- Imagery (similes, metaphors, 

personification)

- Word Choice

- Sentence Structure

- Tone

How a sentence links paragraphs to 

each other

Why the conclusion to a passage is 

effective in respect to the whole 

passage.



Can you identify 
these writing 
techniques?

1. The giant’s steps were 

thunder as he ran toward 

Jack.

2. Those girls are like two 

peas in a pod.

3. The trees danced in the 

breeze. 

Simile
Metaphor

Personification



Exam Paper 2: 
Critical Reading

2 Parts:
- Textual Analysis

- Critical Essay
1hr 30 mins

Textual Analysis/Scottish 
Set Text - Poetry or Play
- Carol Ann Duffy
- Tally’s Blood

Critical Essay:
- Studied in class 
- No notes!
Techniques:
Character
Theme
Key Scene



Critical Essay 
Texts

Currently we are studying:

‘Lord of the Flies’ by William 

Golding

‘The Crucible’ by Arthur 

Miller

‘Animal Farm’ by George 

Orwell

‘Romeo & Juliet’ by William 

Shakespeare



Easy, right?



How can you 
help your 

young 
person?



What can you do to support?

Read through the texts with your 

young person!

- All our texts can be accessed via 

PDF which we can send out/are 

on Google Classroom!

Engage with broadsheet newspapers 

with your young person.

Watch the news!

Make sure you can access Google 

Classroom through the ‘invite 

guardian’ feature.

Read through and talk about the 

poetry - there’s 6 of them so plenty to 

talk about.

Be a proofreader for your young 

person’s folio/homework.  2 sets 

of eyes are better than 1!

Normal way of working

Departmental Study Support

Access support through the 

following websites:

BBC Bitesize

SCHOLAR

ACHIEVE

Understanding Standards

You can contact the 
class teacher through 
edubuzz at any point!





Teacher’s Plea

We need your support with homework.

Homework is not a punishment, it is a requirement for 

monitoring attainment and ensuring your young person’s 

ability to pass the exam.

ALSO 

We are trying to teach the student transferable life skills.



Expectations

We’ve noticed that our N5s this year, are less prepared 

than expected at this level of study.

- Folders

- Writing Equipment

- Charged Chromebooks

- Notepads

- Overlays (if required)

- Accountability for own learning (if absent)



Thank you!
Any Questions?



Welcome!

Higher



Higher! - 5th/6th Year



What is it made 
up of?

3 Areas of Assessment:
- 1 Piece of Coursework 

(30%)
- 2 Exam Assessments 

(70%)
- Talk - Internally 

Assessed

Coursework - Folio 

(30%)

- 1 essay: Discursive or 

Creative 

Exam 1: RUAE (30%)

Exam 2: Critical Reading 

(40%)



Folio
One Essay

Either Discursive (about a 

topic), Personal or Creative. 

Pupil Choice

First draft completed in 

school

1300 words

Graded out of 15 and then 

the mark is doubled (30%)



Exam Paper 1: 
RUAE

Reading for Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation

1hr 30 mins

Also referred to as ‘Close 
Reading’ 

Students have an hour and 
a half to read two 
passages.

They will then answer 
questions on the first  
passage and evaluate 
areas of 
agreement/disagreement 
between the two.









Question Types
You can be asked:

To put things in your own words

To analyse literary techniques:

- Word Choice

- Imagery (similes, metaphors, 

personification)

- Tone

- Sentence Structure

How a sentence links paragraphs 

to each other (function of 

sentence)

Why the conclusion to a passage 

is effective in respect to the 

whole passage.

To identify and analyse areas of 

agreement/disagreement 

between the passages



Can you identify 
these writing 
techniques?

1. The giant’s steps were 

thunder as he ran toward 

Jack.

2. Those girls are like two 

peas in a pod.

3. The trees danced in the 

breeze. 

Simile
Metaphor

Personification



Exam Paper 2: 
Critical Reading

2 Parts:
- Textual Analysis

- Critical Essay
1hr 45 mins

Textual Analysis/Scottish 
Set Text - Poetry
- Liz Lochhead
- Norman MacCaig

Critical Essay:
- Studied in class 
- No notes!
Techniques:
Character
Theme
Setting
Key Scene



Critical Essay 
Texts

Currently we are studying:

‘The Bastard of Istanbul’ by 

Elif Shafak

‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. 

Scott Fitzgerald

‘1984’ by George Orwell



Easy, right?



How can you 
help your 

young 
person?



What can you do to support?

Read through the texts with your 

young person!

- All our texts can be accessed via 

PDF which we can send out!

Engage with broadsheet newspapers 

with your young person.

Watch the news!

Make sure you can access Google 

Classroom through the ‘invite 

guardian’ feature.

Read through and talk about the 

poetry - there’s 6 of them so plenty to 

talk about.

Be a proofreader for your young 

person’s folio/homework.  2 sets 

of eyes are better than 1!

Normal way of working

Departmental Study Support

Access support through the 

following websites:

BBC Bitesize

SCHOLAR

ACHIEVE

Understanding Standards

You can contact the 
class teacher through 
edubuzz at any point!





Teacher’s Plea

We need your support with homework.

Homework is a vital requirement for monitoring attainment 

and ensuring your young person’s ability to pass the exam.

ALSO 

We are trying to teach the student transferable life skills.



Thank you!
Any Questions?


