
Hannah Pathirana

Head Pupil Manifesto

HANNAH PATHIRANA - H.P. FOR  HEAD PUPIL



MY TIME AT KNOX

Over the past five years Knox has provided me with a safe space to learn, grow and 
mature. I am still learning and growing and will continue to do so everyday for the 

rest of my life.  Throughout my time at Knox I have participated in many 
extracurricular clubs such as yoga, criminology and robotics. The latter of which 
inspired me to begin teaching myself how to code. I have pushed myself both 

academically - this includes being selected for the Oxford University East Lothian 
schools programme - and in an extracurricular sense, through participating in DofE 

awards. 

MY VALUES

If I were to choose my most important values I then the top two would be fairness 
and compassion. I think it is crucial to do our best to empathise and understand 

other people and work towards building a better, more inclusive world for all.  

MY VISION FOR KNOX

My time at Knox has shaped my vision for the school and its community. I want 
everyone to have the opportunity to get the most out of their time at Knox in all areas 

be it academic, sportive or social. Knox should be somewhere where people feel 
safe, able to learn and make mistakes. A place where people feel listened to and 

respected. A place where people feel supported and included. A place where people 
want to be. I acknowledge that there are many great systems in place at Knox 
already, my policies aim to build on these and work towards becoming most 

inclusive version of Knox yet. 
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What I would 
bring to the 
role of Head 

Pupil

By nature I am an incredibly 
hard working, diligent and 

motivated individual. If I were 
elected, I would channel 
these qualities in order 

deliver on every aspect of the 
role - demanding though 

they may be.

I am a good communicator - a 
skill which I’ve honed in my part 
time job working in a local cafe. I 
would ensure that I used this to 
work collaborativeely with staff 

and students.

I am a friendly and 
approachable person and 
always make an effort to 
empathise with others. 
Meeting new people 

through my volunteering 
with Blooming Haddington 
has helped me build these 

interpersonal skills.

I am creative in a number of 
ways. I am a great problem 

solver and am able to 
approach scenarios from 

different angles in order to 
find a solution that works for 

everyone involved.
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MY POLICIES 

In order to ensure the facilities at Knox properly cater to students in an 
indiscriminate way, I would like to introduce gender neutral bathrooms into the 
school. This is fairly simple to enact; it only involves the purchase and installment 
of proper signs. The plan would be to start small, with the goal that, within the next 
year, every bathroom in the school - bar the main bathrooms - would become 
gender neutral. Not only would this ensure that everyone at Knox feel comfortable 
accessing a toilet, it would also allow people to access free  period products 
irrespective of gender.

RACE EQUALITY NETWORK

I have long felt that Knox Academy would benefit from the formation of a Race 
Equality Network. So, naturally, I jumped at the chance to include it as one of my 
policies. This group would meet regularly in order to discuss and address racism 
within Knox. It would aim to provide a safe space for ethnic minority students to share 
their experiences. This group would be open to all students within the Knox 
community and would aim to build understanding and a strong network of race allies.
A couple of project ideas include: a proper acknowledgement and celebration of 
Black History Month this coming October, as well as an examination of Scotland’s role 
in colonialism and the Atlantic slave trade. 

I believe it is essential that we, as a school community focus on educating ourselves, 
so that we, are able to learn from the past and move forwards to a better, fairer future.

GENDER NEUTRAL BATHROOMS
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A MORE SUSTAINABLE FOOD COURT

Climate change is the biggest issue facing our generation - and the solution is 
sustainability… in everything we do.  I would like pupils to support East Lothian 
council to improve the sustainability of the food courts in our schools. We could be 
serving more sustainable options for example including more local produce and 
more meat free options. While revamping the menu, we could also look into 
providing more gluten free options. We could also improve the packaging of items 
sold and move towards removing single use plastics which cause so much harm. 
We’d need to approach this East Lothian wide – as all food courts are run the same.  
This provides a great opportunity to work with pupils in all schools in East Lothian - 
which could be a fantastic collaborative project.  

Interactive learning such as field trips for biology or geography or a theatre trip 
when studying a play in English help to make learning even more fun! I’d work to 
help explore where we can do more of this, in an affordable way, as part of our 
curriculum. 

I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to go to Benmore at the end of 
primary school. I had an amazing week; challenging myself, developing new skills 
- like confidence and independence - and working closely with others to solve 
problems. And of course lots of fun with friends and getting to know our teachers 
in a whole new light! A lot of people feel weeks away like this, where they learn 
more about the outdoors (of which Scotland has a lot to offer) and  build their 
resilience, form some of our best and most cherished school experiences. I know – 
due to covid – there are a lot of people in our school who have never had that 
opportunity and I’d really like to put that right. So if elected I’ll do my very best to 
try to make that happen.
We know trips can be expensive though - and its really important outdoor 
education is available to all - so we could look at simpler ways to gain the some of 
the same experiences. For example an expedition in the Lammermuirs which 
included camping (East Lothian outdoor learning department have tents and 
equipment we could use). 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION AND INTERACTIVE LEARNING

MY POLICIES 


