
Previously I have volunteered at
Muirfield riding therapy, this involved
helping out around the stables and
also speaking to the riders, keeping
them engaged and making sure they
were enjoying themselves. Through my
time at Muirfield I have become much
more proactive and good at problem
solving as often the tasks given were
completely new. Though this has also
given me the ability to know when to
ask for help. Furthermore, through
engaging with riders it has taught me
to be a better listener and made me
more aware of issues that are faced by
some and the difficulties they
experience in their day-to-day lives
that most of us could not even begin to
imagine. 

Hi, my name is Isla, I have been a pupil
at Knox for around 5 years. Coming
from a smaller school joining Knox can
be a daunting experience, which
certainly knocked my confidence.
However, during my 5 years at Knox I
have been able to gain many valuable
experiences. This has given me the
opportunity to transform as a pupil
and gain more confidence as the
years went on. Through these life
changing experiences, I have been
fortunate enough to have at Knox
Academy I have srengthened bonds
with both staff and pupils and have
prospered in the school environment.  
If elected head pupil I hope to be able  
support other students to experience
the same opportunities in order to
help them flourish and ensure they
are leaving school with awide variety
of skills. I also hope to be a friendly
face around the school and someone
you would be happy to approach with
any issues. All in all my biggest  goal is
helping to make your time at Knox as
successful and rewarding as mine.

PLEASE EMAIL ME ANY QUESTIONS!!

I was fortunate enough to have been
1 of 2 students in my year who was
selected to have an Oxford
experience through S4 and S5, this
was an excellent opportunity to be
part of and really boosted my
confidence in myself and showed
how I can manage to balance a
workload as this was out with classes.
This shows that I can take on extra
tasks while also being able to keep
up with schoolwork. Emphasising
good time keeping and
organisational skills.

About Me

Isla Kilkenny

Through my experiences so far in life I
feel like I can represent a wide and
diverse group of people from different
backgrounds, with different visions.

Kilkenny for
the many
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Why me?

 

I was also lucky enough to be a YPI
finalist last year, this allowed me to
represent a charity and become more
confident public speaking, managing
a team, meeting deadlines and also
becoming good at making
compromises within a group
environment. 
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Skills &
Qualities

Friendly

Approchable

Ambitious
Determined to

give everyone a
voice

Dependable

Able to take
criticism 

Organised

Able to juggle tasks
and meet deadlines

Good at listening to
others ideas and

thoughts

I have also worked in a small shop in
Gifford for almost 3 years. During this
time, I was often working alone and have
had to come up with quick solutions, and
talk to a wide variety of people. This has
taught me to be more confident, think on
my feet and make well-judged decisions
promptly. All skills of which I believe are
valuable to being a head pupil.



ISLA KILKENNY

Proposals
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05                                                     As previously mentioned I was                                                                      
l                                                    lucky enough to partake in the    o                
x                                                   Oxford programme, which has u  
 nfor                                             unfortunately been cancelled over     
t             h                                    the last couple of years due to 
 Covid, however I would like to try and get it back off the ground
and offer support to any S3s wanting to partake in this wonderful
opportunity. This experience really opened the door to potential
routes that I had not considered possible previously and would
be useful for anyone considering applying to Oxbridge or
generally wanting to look further into an area. 
Though as this programme only accepts two people a year I
would also like to try and introduce other experiences that could
include more people. This could involve forming groups of those
with similar interests who want to delve deeper into a topic, that
are run by S5 and 6s or staff who are interested in the topic and
keen to pass on their knowledge and go into more depth than
what may be taught in class. This may happen once a week or so
and would not only be a good way of determining whether you
really enjoy a subject or not, but it would also be an excellent way
of showing further interest in a topic. This is great for when
applying to university, both for students who want to do further
reading and for S5s and S6s who want to lead these groups.
In widening opportunities, I would also like to encourage more
pupils to sign up for events hosted by Young Professionals and
similar groups, and have opportunities offered by these groups
more widely advertised. This would help pupils to get an idea of
what it is like working in different sectors and the different routes       
y   you can take.
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PROPOSALSPROPOSALS

CLUBS
I would like to offer more clubs that pupils would be interested
in, that they could suggest through a google form. These could
be run by 6th years which would also offer them opportunities

to put experiences on CVs or university applications. 
I would also like to propose an area in the school where all the
clubs are advertised. This would show where the clubs are and
when they take place. As often I found myself wanting to join a
club that had been advertised on the bulletin a while ago but

struggled to find when it was.
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SUPPLY
EXCHANGE

I would also like to have a School Supply Exchange, this
would be a place where pupils can leave study guides, texts

books, stationery and calculators etc. Many of these
supplies can be expensive but may also be necessary for

some subjects. E.g. calculators are essential for Nat 5 Maths
which most students have to take. As not everyone takes

maths on further when finished with Nat 5, they could drop
off their calculators at the Supply Exchange area where they
could either just leave them or swap it for a textbook/other

stationary. This would save money and reduce wastage,
helping the school become more eco-friendly.

 
 

A second proposal would be to have more dances, such
as an Autumn dance, Christmas dance and Spring

dance. More dances would mean that for those who
don’t get Christmas dance tickets, they would still have
opportunities to go to different dances. These events
could be organised by the S6s and would be a great

way to build a sense of community between year
groups. While also creating core memories that will last

beyond school.
 
 

DANCES

IMPROVEMENTS
I would also like to have an online form that is sent

out weekly which will allow pupils to submit any
complaints on issues such as bullying or general

improvements that could be beneficial for the school.
This would be anonymous and would be a great
opportunity to give feedback and express your
opinion without having to speak to someone in

person, which may be daunting.
 

OPPORTUNITIES  


