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To describe recent global events as extraordinary and unprecedented barely touches the surface of 

how the Corona Virus pandemic has impacted on all our lives. Working from home, social distancing, 

awareness of viral transference and vigilance in hand-washing have become the new norm.  

We all have so much that we need to adapt to and change and I have been incredibly impressed by 

the interaction between Meadowpark pupils and staff relating to course work and each other as the 

week progressed. We have all been on a steep learning curve, coming to grips with Google 

Classroom and Google Hangout so that we can keep in touch and monitor pupil’s progress. 

Interacting with Google Classroom allows all young people to be able to connect with their peer 

group, which is vital at a time when current circumstances could have resulted a lack of 

communication and interaction with class teachers. 

At a time when we are forcibly separated in order to stay safe, using all the resources at our 

fingertips is crucial for ongoing collaboration and achievement. Making connections and finding 

ways of expressing emotions develops resilience which increases confidence and self-esteem. 

Meadowpark teachers and admin ‘met’ on Thursday and it was just lovely to see everyone, to hear 

how much activity there has been in the classrooms and to have those conversations which so often 

get lost in translation through email.  

I asked the teachers to arrange a class meet with their classes and the feedback from Esk class was 

heart-warming and is further evidence that having visual contact is so much more meaningful than 

texting/ messaging. 

One of our innovative learning assistants set up a WhatsApp group for staff which allowed us all to 

stay connected, support each other in getting used to a new way of working and check in if there 

were problems or questions and of course provided some much needed light relief as the week 

unfurled. It was just lovely to see them on Friday morning, but we agreed that the WhatsApp group 

would remain unused over the weekend and that we would ‘see’ each other on Monday. We all 

need a break from each other and to adapt to as near a working week as we can. 

What this week has highlighted is an inherent need to be in a routine, to stay connected, to engage 

with meaningful and carefully planned classwork and to stay safe. 

I know I speak on behalf of everyone when I say that we are all genuinely missing each other and 

can’t wait for this period of uncertainty to be over. In the meantime we will stay connected in any 

way that we can, and I will be encouraging all pupils to check in regularly with Google Classroom 

next week before the Easter holiday on Friday 3rd April. 

Stay Safe. Be Well. Stay Connected. We are in this together. 
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