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This week has seen an increase in foot traffic through the building by pupils who have been 

undergoing transition and for whom our unique and supportive environment has enabled them to 

build confidence to request more time in their new classes. The soft start we had planned before the 

summer holidays has been crucial to the success of pupils reconnecting with the environment, staff 

and peers. Our numbers have been small on a daily basis and so we have had time to attend to any 

underlying anxieties and manage the necessary changes including face coverings, hand 

washing/sanitising and one-way system. The almost seamless transition is indicative of the nurture, 

care, professionalism and ‘Can Do’ attitude that staff and pupils embody. 

Parent support further enabled a smooth transition from the comfort of home because young 

people were encouraged to log on to the Google Classrooms which allowed for a continued sense of 

belonging. Participation might have been sporadic but the opportunity for connection was there. 

And it is these connections and positive relationships which have and will continue to provide the 

opportunity for pupils to find their ‘new normal’ in a world which is far from it. 

The Heras fences have been removed from our new garden area and pupils are using this space to 

walk, cycle and scooter. We are hugely indebted to Mr and Mrs Knight who have been sifting 

through stones, pulling up weeds and creating a rockery. We are still on the hunt for plants so if you 

are doing any pruning/reorganising of your garden we would really appreciate shrubs and 

perennials.   

On Monday 24th August we prepare to welcome the majority of our pupils back full time, and for 

some this will be the first time they will be meeting new pupils in their class which will hopefully 

bring a chance for connecting through shared interests. 

This week has seen some of our senior pupils attending mainstream classes with a renewed focus on 

achieving qualifications and we are thankful to have a wealth of support from our mainstream 

colleagues who are able to make this attainable. 

Collaboration in its true sense is proactive and reactive striving for common and achievable 

outcomes and in spite of all the worldwide challenges we are faced with I have faith that as a school 

we can tap into our community ethos for the greater good. 

Have a peaceful and safe weekend 

Ms C Prime 21.08.2020 


