
   

Welcome to Higher English! 

As well as further developing core skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening, the Higher English 

course enables learners to: 

 Understand how language works 

 Develop detailed and complex language skills to communicate in different ways for different 

purposes 

 Think creatively and critically 

 Appreciate a wide range of literature and texts 

 Engage effectively and knowledgeably with the world around them 

 Prepare for life after school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

To gain an award at Higher, learners must pass two Course Units and a Course Assessment. 

Course Unit is internally assessed on a pass/fail basis and is externally verified by the SQA: 

 Spoken Language 

Course Assessment – Exam and Folio (100 marks in total) – externally assessed by the SQA 

Two papers – 70 marks 

 Paper One – Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation – 30 marks 

 Paper Two – Critical Reading – two parts to this paper, worth 20 marks each 

 Textual analysis of a Scottish Text 

 Critical Essay on a text studied in class (drama, prose fiction, prose non-fiction, 

poetry or media) 

Folio 

Two pieces of writing created and developed over the course of the year (one discursive and one 

creative/reflective) – 30 marks 

 



   
The Higher Course 

When What  Assessment 

June  Folio 1 

 Introduction to Reading 
for Understanding, 
Analysis, Evaluation 

 

August - October  Text 1 – Scottish text OR 
Critical Reading text 1 

 Reading for 
Understanding, Analysis, 
Evaluation 

Before 14th September (date as specified by your 
teacher): 

 Folio 1 – first draft 
Before 12th October (date as specified by your 
teacher): 

 Textual Analysis (Scottish text) OR Critical 
Essay 

 RUAE – Unit Assessment 

October - December  Text 2 – Scottish text OR 
Critical Reading text 1  

 Folio 2 

 Listening/Talking 

Before 15th December  (date as specified by your 
teacher): 

 Textual Analysis (Scottish text) OR Critical 
Essay 

 Folio 2 – first draft 

 Any interim drafts of folio pieces as agreed 
with your teacher 

 Listening/Talking Unit Assessments 

January – April  Benchmarking assessment 
(prelim) 

 Critical Reading (text 3) 

 Reading for 
Understanding, Analysis, 
Evaluation 

 Folio 

 Benchmarking assessment – Papers One and 
Two (see course assessment) 

 Critical Essay 
Before 8th March (date as specified by your teacher): 

 UASP re-assessments 
Before 22nd March (date as specified by your 
teacher): 

 Submission of final folio. 

 

Support  

Support is available from your teacher during class, by arrangement at lunch/before/after school, via 

google classroom, through supported study sessions and there are many online sources of support: 

 SQA Higher English – find past papers and course information here 

 SQA Understanding Standards – look at examples of work and how they are marked to compare 

against your own and understand how grades are achieved 

 BBC Bitesize 

 Scholar 

 

 

 



   
Expectations: 

Class work and assessment will be demanding, challenging and you will be required to demonstrate a 

high degree of maturity, responsibility and self-motivation, particularly around home learning and 

revision. I expect you to: 

 Engage in lessons 

 Come to class prepared, in terms of resources and reading/home learning tasks 

 Support your peers 

 Take responsibility for your own work 

 Demonstrate commitment in class and in homework 

 Make organized notes for revision and revise regularly 

 Read challenging and varied texts regularly at home 

 Adhere to the mobile phone policy 

 Respectful interactions at all times 

What you can expect from me: 

 Well-planned, relevant lessons that challenge and engage you and prepare you for assessments 

 Supportive, specific feedback to help you improve 

 A genuine interest in how you are doing and how to help you do well in English 

 Professionalism at all times 

 High expectations 

 Respect 

 


